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Br_iiliagtmx Bull.ii_ns -

First and foremost, I am a 5enealngi=t and it is Y the tha+ this
series of bocks will help other family: historiang: wi*h Briallng+on P
rootg to put flesh on the bones of  their Apfestors who lie in St
Luke's Churchyard where my collateral family, the Pillinamre have lain
since the 1730's, though I anm an 1nﬁmmer Df oply °6 years rnsidnnﬁa

Thiz first volume covers a 600 year perimd from: the Nbrman Fonque¢+
until the closing years of the reign’ of Queen Elizabeth [. With a
1ittle licence, I have used the subtitle “Ia 'Warre t& Lacy“. Jchn la
Warre, a knight, was granted the Manor of Brislingtan in 1207 and his
descendants held the Lordship for the- next +hree and a’ half centurlnc
until succendnd by the Lary family ' SR

Most of us are- descended from the luwly, recorde of whom, especially
in the early period are few and far between, but’ they'dn bccasionally
exist and it is interesting to witness' the beginning of individuality
in the rise of descriptive names. "John of Brislington®  whn went into
Bristol on business would not be John of- Brislington at home. Thers ke
would be John atte Wicke or John of the Green. From ‘these haginnings
aroze the variety of sufnames which appear in the Manor GCourt rolls of
two or three centuries. later: One development was the wifs's adoption
of her hushanpd's surname, coumething unknown to Alice Blakeéford in

Brislington parish registers commence in 1566 and the originals are in
+he Bristol Record Office as is a typed and indexed copy for 1566-1212
compiled in the early years of this century by the nable Reverand
Shickle. [Blegsed are the index makers for they shall-be calTEd the
beloved friends of the genealogist ] SR SRR :

An enormous diqadvantage to anyone tracing th@ir Briclinvton anrmstmrs
i the loss of all the wills proved in Somerset during the blitz of
the Second World War. The printed calendar, so that you know what you
are missing, maddeningly survives as do a few abstracts of wills and
administrations and these will be found in the text.

It is worth underlining that Brislington was formerly in the county of
Somerset and therefore some of its recards will have found their way
to the Somerset Record Offtce in Taunton, whilst others are at fthe
Bristpl Record Qffice,

This book and its projected successars do not . pretend to be the
definitive history which has yet to be written although ZHvalyn
Win~hester's excellent "S5t Anne's Bristol, A History", goes a fair way
towards filling the gap. May I also direct these. interested in the
Tudor and early Stuart peripd period to my own “The Simple Annals of
the Poor" which compares family life in Brislington, Keynsham, Bitton
and Ziston, :

D.P., Lindegaard, BA
Brislington, August 1902,




Abbreviations and Sources
Allan. Mrs Ashjord Allan. 8t Luke's Parish Church.
ARL Avon Coun+y Reference Library
BAR Bristol Apprentice Roll, mss, BRO
BAR1 Bristol Apprentice Register no 1. [BRSl
BAR2 Bristnl Apprentice Register no 2. [BRS1 .. T S
BGAT Bristol and Gloucester Archeological Transaﬂtions'z??-'_”-,-
BHR Rarrett's History of Bristol : i :
BPP Bristol Past and Present .
BPR Brislington Parish Register
BRO Bristol Record Office
BRS [Bristol Record Socletyl . _
CBD Calendar of Bralkenridge Deeds {ERD] .
CCP Chancery Court Proceedings
C1 Calendar of Inquisitions
CStB Cartulary of St Mark's anpital [BRG] S
E¢ Edward Collison, genealogist to the Earl de la Warre
EV . Evelyn Vinchester, St Anne's Bristol. 4 Hiqtery
FF. Feet of Fines .
Gane, H.B, History of Brislingtnn Pamphlet ARL _
GRO Gloucestershire Record Office
LA16C John Latimer. Annals of Bristol in the 16th Century
PCC Prerogative Court of Canterbury EVWillsl
PR Parish Register
SANHE Somerset Archeulogical ‘and Natural Hietory qoviety
SDFQ Somerset and Dorset Notes and Queries .
SNV Somerset Nedieval ¥ills
SRO Somerset Record Office
SRS {Somerset Record Socletyl
YRS Wiltshire Record Soclety

Tohn Adans. Fhronicln_nf Bristol : L
John Collinson. A History of the Antiqui+ies nf qnmerset [1791}
Rev. C. Moor. The Knights of Edward I. [1932] Harlelan Foclety
Accounts of the Constables of Bristol Castle, BRS Vol 34,
7.F. Kicholls, John Taylor. Bristol Past and Present . II. :
Somerset Record Society, Velumes at Avon County Reference Library
The Little Red Book of PBristol. : .

and the invaluable: :
TJanet ¥orris, A Latin Plussary for Family & Local Historians,

The Manor Court Book of Brislington with the nﬁgnificent portrait of
Queen Elizabeth in her guise as Gloriana on its title page forms part
of the Gore-langton Papers at the Somerset Record Office and is filed
under reference DD/GL 124, In his Place Names of Scmerset (19147,
Rev. Hill suggests the interesting origins of Brislington. For fun, 1
have collected some of the many variations (I am sure somebody will
come up with more!] of spelling our village's name before 1t bhecame
standardized. -

Acknowledgement:

As usual, my gratitude to the librarians and arﬁhivista a+ Avon County
Reference Library, Bristol Recard Office, Somerset Record Office and
Glaycestershire Record Office whose patience never fails.
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An account of Sir Jordan la Warre, Ki; St John la Varre, Ki; Sir Roger la Varre, Kt, Baron and 8ir Juhn la
¥arre, Kt, Baron, maysbe found in The Knights of Edward [, Volune ¥, T-Z by Rev C, Huor, o, FSA (1932,
[The Harlexan So:;etyl ‘ L _

N

Jordan la. Garre ' R i
signed regardxng l:berties to aen livnng ;t Bristol Bridge? 1154

John 1a Uafre of Erxslingtun ; 7
d, :12]2 i

Priest d; 1426

Reg:na!d Uest de la Uarr
su::eeded 1427 d 145!

Rithaﬁd
d, 1476
Thomas .. = [11 Elizabeth Nortimer, {2] Eleanor Copley
b1457 |
[ T 1 T1
Thomas Eleanor Dorothy daughters

=Elizabelh Bonville = §ir John Quildford = Sir Owen West
3| :






Brisiingfdn - 1a Varre ta’Lacyz

4Xn *the - nanor of Cainessam [Keynsham] of which Brislington was a
part Was held by . Queen Edith -wife: of Edward. the Confessor ‘and sigter

 of HWarold Godwinsson, the last English king. She: rTetained: the manor

after the Norman Conguest of 1066, until her ‘death . in 1075: when it
became Crown property. In the Domesday Book, Knynsham manpr included
Whitchurch, Queen Charlton, Pensford, Publow, Stanton Drew,_Bellutan
and Burnett as well as Brislington, an area of some 13,000 acres. The
:value of the holding was £108, . a- cmnsiderable -sum.. The pmpulation of
~ the whole was araund 200 pemple . L el e

Brislingtmn became a separate ‘manar in 1087 when William Rufu= gave it
to his cousin Robert Fitzhamon. as part of .the Honaur: ‘of: Gloucester,
Robert died leaving four daughters whose rich inheritance braught them
to the notice of the king, Henry I, who made them his wards. He: gave
two of the sisters, Cicely and Hawise, to the. church. Despite ‘having

'no say in. their careers. - perhaps the king did them.a’ ‘favour for the

. ‘religious life provided  the only. prnfessional ‘opening for women,
. [Henry's daughter Matilda being an exceptionl. - the/ thrived and-'in
_time became powerful Abbesses at . Shaftesbury ‘and: Vilton.  Amice was
" married to the Earl of Brittany. but. the. canny king. arranged to keep
Mabel [and her lands, including Brislingtonl in the family: He matched

her. with his _OWn. illegitimate son Robert, who: then became -Earl of

‘Gloucester in his bride's right. ¥abel and Robert were succeeded in
1148 by their only son, William, the founder of Keynsham ‘Abbey 1n
1170, who died without issue in 1173. The Earldom: then: reverted to the

_'crown_ and _Henry II held it in trust for. his- ‘younger:. -son, John

'Lackland*, and cantinuing ‘the. sequence . arranged a marriage in. 1189

 'between Prince Iahn and William‘s sigter Isabel.

It iS'passible,1avenaiikaly_that.fewh_if_ahy, of the above persons
_ever set foot in Brislington, though it lay adjacent to.the great
' forest af Kingswocd and several of "King John's Hunting Ludges“ were
' traditinnally found there. Much less would. .they. . have. . concerned
. themselves with the . lmwly inhabitants Df the ‘WANOT, villeins and
peasants, the dispnssessed English, except as ‘chattels, for every male
~must follow his lord to war 1f required .- it Was: “the only time he
'might leave the manor - and in peacetime, in return . for..a:strip of
land, he must work for his lord three days out of every seven, Plough
for him in spring, allow him the use of his oxen, supply the manor
with wood, poultry and eggs. If his daughter married por he sent his
son to schonl at a monastery, the lord demanded a fine. These
arrangements, particularly as at Brislington where the lord was an
absentee, would have been overseen by a steward and a reeve.

And just as a man was subject to his lord, so a woman was subject to
a man, be it husband, father or brother, in a great chain of. being
from the king at the top [who was subject - only to the Pope and the
Holy Roman Emperar who were marginally below Godl to the bottom.
Possibly the lowliest person in the chain was not the male. serf but
his unmarried sister. Complications in this world view of coursn arose
in the case of a queen regnant like Matilda, abbesses like Cicely and
Hawise, or the lady of the manor. These women were obviously not

_’?_.




la Varre to Lacy

subject to male courtiers or tenants hut filled a temporary pnsitio ;f
as honorary gmen when they undertook male duties ii the absence of -

- husband or ‘adult son and:could therefore impose’ their will on mther
men lower dawn the pecking order. Albeit’ ‘most histury 18 male history,

- we' shall ‘discover a-little-about- Brielington wnmen, thaugh generally |

; speaking they Iive at the MAnor,

A villein who managed to-save enough money Was allnwed to purchase his
freedom. Such a' one was our first named’ Erislingtnn man. ‘Lewis of
Bristleton. He had left the manor and lived in the town. ‘of ‘Bristol,

then still Brigstow, the place by the bridge. a man of property, .-

owning two houses in St Mary Redcliffe which he left to the ‘church so
- that masses could be 'said- for- his suul in: perpetuitw Thenrecards
reﬂord an ancient squabble‘* o “-_: ; B P

Wbstminster in the Vigil of St Luke’ between Inbn Fitzwilliam, claimant'

-and the' Abbot: of Clreéncester, tenant by~ Master Bﬁlliam,:fil Rhnulf
clerk In place of the said Abbot for two messuages ‘in Rideclive ‘which
tewis de Bristletoni gave ‘to God ‘and the Rlessed ﬁhpy and the ‘church
-and - Abbey of Cilrencester, John Fitzwilliam remitted and quit ‘claimed
to the sald Abbey-all his rights in the aforesaid: nmssuages and  for
. himself and- his helrs forever and for this concord and. quit- claim the

. Abbot: gave John Fitzwilliam thirty two sbillings sterling {SRS Vol 6]

In this year;- the manor passed uut of rnyal ‘hands tu Inhn 1a Warre by
service of half a knight's fee., 4 knight paid-a fee ‘which bound him to
a baron who in turn gave fealty or-homage to the king The fee might

be a sparrowhawk, or'‘a rose or even ‘a peppercorn. The manor  land

itself was only lent as part of the chain of command which extended
- from the king, through barong and knights all the- way ‘dawn_ to tenants
and bond slaves, The Lordship of the la Varres would endure remarkably
until - the '16th century.” The family was already nntable in civie
affairs in Bristol where 'The Little Red Buok'.'c1164 names Jordan la
Varre as a signatory to a confirmation by Robert Fitzharding of “custom
and ‘liberties to the men Ilving in his fee 1n the marsh by tbe Bridge
of Bristol. This Jordan may be the father or brother mf Jnhn of
Brislington.]

1212 : ' ' : e
John la Varre died and was succeeded by his son, Jordan,

1215 : : : : E SR
The sealing of the Magna Carta between' King “John ‘and the barons,
Locally, on June 22, Brislington and Keynsham men were ordered to make
.a perambulation, that is, a tour of the highways and byways, tod prove
which of the Chases in the vicinity Df Kingswnod belanged to the king
and which to Sir Geoffrey Mandeville - o [BRS Vol XXXIV]

c12167 ' ' ' o : ' e
Another freeman,” Adam de Bristleton witnessed a land transaction
concerning the church of St Mary Redcliiff, allowing Henry de Oxon and
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la Varre to Lacy

his wife Cristina a lease on land left to the church by Herbert de
Lincoln. . i ("time of Henry III* CRD 12071654, BRO1

. 1235 - L

Jacob. (James) la Warre,_HayDr 'in the t1me Df Henry III‘"witnesded
deeds to houses in the parishes of 3t Peter and St. Nicholas. Undated -
but ke is known to have held office in 1235. He witneéscsed: agaln in
1243 when "William the clerk was Mayor® . This Tames" i& _+hDught
poseibly to be a grandson of John la Warre of PBrislington via his
younger son John and his wife Agnes. . { CRD, BHB, C9tK, at BROI

P1?37 42
Sale by Walter de. Bristelton, cbaplaln  John at ChurchestyeTe af_Wbllq
and Hugh le Babur, executors of the will of Wzlliam de qghapfan
burgess of Wells, of a tenement in St Cuthbert's Street, Véllq e

~ 1 l¥ells rity chartnr= BRO}

Like Lewis and Adam before him, Walter, was a Brialington mwan, who had
left +the manor, in his case for Wells. A man or woman, generally
speaking, were only deemed te be "of" a certaln place once they had
departed from it. It would make mno senen to call the. Fhapla*n Walter
~of Brislington if ke still lived at home . for. +hi=..wou1d not
distinguish him from sundry other Valters living there, . In
Brislington, as a man in holy orders, he was probably 'Walter the
‘Clerk', or Valter Clark or even Walter Chaplin, So surnames began to
" develop. = T ST PR o Bt =hgt

1240 RS R
The citivens of Bristol and the Abbnt Df St Augustine s agreed
cuncerning_ the diversion of the river Frome. Among the signatorl

were Jordan le Varre de Cnolle (Knowle) and John la Warre de
Bristulton. ' ' ECStM, p 511

["This John, was the son of Jordan la Warre of Brislington by ‘his wife
~ Enma.  He was a minor aon his father's daa+h herame Fanstﬁble ‘of

Bristol Castle in 1265 and was living in May 1277, Jordan of Knowle
was succeeded by his son, also Jordan who was living ©1260."1 {ibid]

1242 .

Anong the masses: Robert, the son of William the emith, and Agnes, his
wife fled to the church of Keynsham, confessed themselves thieves and
abfured the realm. And because the vill of Bristelton did not make
pursuit after them it Is in mercy. He had no chattels nor were they in
the tithing because they were mtranverq

[Robert, the son of William the'éﬁi_ (dr aé he would become, Robert
Williams, Williamson or perhaps even aﬁbftismlth3 and Agnes his wife,
were accused of theft and took aanctuar; tn’ Keynshan Church where they
r~onfessed their guilt and swmrn. to 'leave :the area, The 'town' of
Prislington which failed to: raiae ~the.  hue and ory was held
respensible. To add insult to injury, Robert and Agnes had no goods or
land which could be taken as forfeit ] :




1a Varre to Laby

And then again

Adam the forester’ of Bristilton and Nicholas Copin of Cherleworth
accused of larceny bave fled. The jurors say they suspect the larceny
' of cheep and otber things. Therefore let them be exacted and outlawed.
Adam was In the tithing of Gilbert, the' tithingman of Brist{lton and
Ficholas was of the mainpast of Robert ‘Tresor 'of  Cherleworth,
Therefore they are in mercy far the fligﬁt Iﬁey had nu cbattels,-ﬁfi

{Two bondsmen, Adam Forester of Brislingtmn and Nichulas Copin ‘of
Charleworth were accused of sheepstealing. Gilbert the Brislington
tithingman and Robert Tresor of Charleworth were : considered
responsible for the escape. Neither of the renegades dwned anything. A
tithing was an area occupied by ten householders living near together
and bound over as sureties for each other's peaceable behaviour ‘with
‘the tithingman taking responsibility.]

VWorst of all -

Simon of Bristleton was scalded [catalizatus fuit] “In a ‘certain
cauldron [cauderal that ke died. No-one Is suspected thereof. Price of
lead half a mark for wﬁicb tbe Sheriff nmst answer, No: Englishry
tberefore murder, ' ’ R R
© [Simon, froﬁ Brislington, died a horrible death, pushed intoc a boiling
cauldron. No-one could suggest a motive for the murder and there were
no suspects.However, it seems the vat itself was damaged in some: way,
and the Sheriff was obliged to put good the ampunt to the tune of half
‘a mark. As no upper rank persons yet thought of themselves as English,
an. inferior conquered race, Englishry is presumably not flattering.}
' " [SRS, 27 Henry 111, Somerset Pleas._Vol II 1

1242-7

4 constable of Bristol Castle was accused of extortion concerning the
rights of pasture 1n."John le VWarr's wood at Brislington" and in- 1249
there was a court of enquiry to look into the Abbot of Keynsham taking
" the liberty of bunting with his dogs in the king & chase at Kingswaod.
U I'BRS XXXIV]

The Abbot and the la Varres were often in dispute.




la Varre to Lacy

1273-4 :
At Vestminster in the quinzaine opf £t Michael betweer .Rager de la
_Ware, querent and Jokn .son. pf Jordan. de la. War‘e,. impediem‘, fDr fhe
manor . of Briqtletan Plea of warranfy of .. _deed WAS, mummned Jobn
afknowledged manor to rzgﬁt of .Reginald as by .biq gif% far this
Keginald granted to same and Tahn for life or hold of Rim, . r enderfng
yearly one penny at Easfer and doing to the chief lord of tbe fee all
services belonging. After the decease of John, - fhﬂ'qaid nﬁnmr ‘Ghall
revert to Roger to hold.of the chief lord aforesaid.. cfhdorsed) the
Abbot of Keynsham put in Lis claim. . s [Edward I, 1273 4, SRS Vol 6]

1275, Fovember : o
And further disagreement: VWhether John lIa Warr, Ragér his . son .and
Fobert de Wyk [(this just might be. cnmebody living at ”Wick
Brislington, but more likely at Wickwar[rr] where the la Warr ‘s held
the manorl unjustly dissetsed the Abbot of Kbynqhﬂm of bie_commmn of
'pacture at Bristleton. He cnnmdains tbey have . diSSEibEd him of 300
acres of wuad wﬁere he used to have common rights with all his beactc
~at all times of tbe year EXﬂepting‘ pigs 1n tbe fﬂrbidden moufb
[Probably Lent.1 :

John & the otbers daid not. come but Gilbert de Jumbtan anqwers as fheir
_bailiff says 1f injury. has been done it was hy Alan de Plakenet that
King Henry, father of the prbsent kzng in. the time of the disturbance
.~ during the revolt led by Simon de Hontfort 1264-5, John la Varr had
been imprisoned for rebellion -~ gave to. Alan all..the:- lands . and
tenements which were af John 1la ﬁhrre ‘and Alan did not permit _the
Abbot to enter that common wood, Afterwards, John by the King's grant
bhad seisin of his lands and tepements and be did not permit the Abbot
to enter that common wherefore he says he did bim no. d;wseiqin Ibe
:Abbot says at_ the time of the disturbance bhe was inp qeiszn of. the
chman until John and the others disseised’hzm

The jury $ay fbat Tahn and Robert unjustly diqseiqad fhe Abbot buf nat
Rager Therefore the Abbot shall recover his seisin aga:nst fohn and
Robert. and Jobhn and Robert are in z@rqy' The Abbot 1= in mercy. fbr ]
false claim against Roger. Damages 20s (all paid) to the rlerk i

. o o [qumer:et Pleas 1-7 of Edw I SRS)
1276 Ianuary 23, .

Commission of Thomas de’ Veiland to Tohn Ia Vare, Thomac: Ia Ware &
Roger Cantok whether Roger has 40s of rent and a garden in Briatal by
reason of trespasses alleged against John & Thomas in the time of the
late perturbation as latterly alleged at another time before the king
and to retain the inquimitimn three, h@ekq after Ehster wherever. the
'king may then be, (Signed R.de Henghem) _ [Calendar of Close Rolls]
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4 Naybe the historical siang tere 'io dish®, that is to cheat or suindle, as my father ft902 19851 night

have said "He dished I outa thirty bob® is nat a culipary terw at all but has ite origins in the
"dicgeicing” of old when the Abbol of Keynsham was dished out of his woods,



la Varre to Laéj

Away from the tedipous’ boundary - disputes;- we ' can perhaps assue
‘tantalising and fortuitous local repmrts of visions 8t Anne, ‘the
Virgin Mary's mother;” ‘being ~ seen deep in" the “wood,  near a well'
thereafter called the Holy Vell, whose - waters were invested'~with*
‘miraculous healing powers: The place became an important. placef'of_
pilgrimage and around this time, Roger la Varre ‘built the chapel of 'St -
Anne-in-the-Wood, “which ‘also served ta cammemorate “hig: ‘marriage “to.
‘Clarice, eldest daughter and co-heir of- Sir “John Tregoz of  ‘Ewyas -
Harold, ‘in° Herefordshire, and to- celebrate  his’ elevatiun to First'
Baron la Varre, '

The fame of the &hrine at St Anne's was‘5uch'that'1h'iis'fimé‘it'has _.:

almpst as important as Walsingbam or Canterbury “The. chapel
‘imposing  edifice, was an insulated building suppor+ed by
buttresses, according to Willfam Wyrcestre, 58 feet by ‘fifteen fnet'
and 1it by six Square wax ‘candles which nearly’ touched the roof ;]
‘astonishing eighty feet high! In “the opinion of the authors nf
Bristol Past & Présent, II, Ecclesiastical History, "a bad. guess, . or
wrong information" amnd I must agree as the dimensions " suggest a

curious structure similar to the black box in 2,001 which  would

certainly have-needed the nineteen buttresses ‘and then“some to keep it
from blowing away. The great candlelights were rénewed annually by ‘the
guilds of weavers "and d<ordwainers of” Bris+ul at a” cust of - £5 ‘sach.
Thirteen other 1lights burned before ' images of  the saint CEnd .
additionally there were 32 models of ships ‘and boats, value ml each
which doubled as incense burnera, to collect offerings.*gj_

‘Shrines attracted pilgrims,' fhe first = tourists, and thus . were
{mportant to the local economy. Building "the’ chapel- 1tself pravided
‘work: perhaps master masons were drafted in from Dutside AV flood of
visitors would need inns where they could be tempted to stay instead
of returning to Bristol or continuing to Bath., These hostelries in
turn - needed local produce for the cooks, scullidns, serving men  and
maids to dish'up to guests, with stabling for horses, saddlers’ and
harness makers to make running’ repairs to trappings and’ baggage
Additionally, even as now, people 11ked to ‘bave a mements of their
trip and places of pillgrimage sold souvenirs in the form of metal
badges, which made work for the smith. Perhaps other, less respectable
hucksters were 1in evidence, selling dubious relics and phials uf the
holy blndd

‘The pllgrims came to the shrine by way of a ferry across the Avon.
still in existence until recently. The poet Southey suggests ‘the
motives of those who went on pilgrimage ~ perhaps to honour a vow ‘made
in time of trouble, to do penance for sins,. the sickly or dying who
prayed for a miraole-cure, thosé"whb had'récoverEd'f?om sickness and

. Some who' thaugﬁt to cheat old Nickfi
And same whc likeditbe jnurney :

4 friend of mine remarked.-concerning a prnpnsed trip.to present day.

Valsingham "Ve should have a very anjoyable time" and was rebulked by
her sister "You don’ t go Gn pilgrimage to enjcy yourself'" but this I

...12._
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submit, is exactly what the majority of pilgrims did and if tkey saved
their souls at the same time, then so much the better, Naturally some
were like Ch#ucer's .good-hearted Ploughman and his ‘brother the poer
parish Priest - the village parson at this time belonged very nmch
with' the 'lower orders'. He wduld ‘not have’ equal status: with the

- squire until well after the Reformation, These and the bookish Clerk

must have been offended by the levity of others in the grnup the
bagpipe playing Miller, with his fund of dirty jokes; the "wanton and
merry" ¥riar; the hideously ugly and corrupt Summoner whose . enjayment
“pf strong wine till all was hazy" was written in' the anguished red: of
his features; the Franklin who "lived for pleasure" and the: fat Monk

~whose favourlte dish was roast swan. And pot least “the: richA and

fashionable Vife of Bath who had buried’ three huebands and had been
everywhere, If the others are simply 'types’, the Wife at least, must
surely have come just down the road frnm Bath to St Anne s, if iny on

a weekend trip' : : e

1276 June 2

Meanwhile the Manor' of Brislington ‘and  the Abbot Df Keynsham still
wrangled. Roger la Ware ‘came befdre the king on’ Tﬁursday after Holy

Trinity and sought to replevy hkis land and that of John la Vare which

was taken Into the king's hands for their default in the court of
Gilbert de Clare of Bristol against the Abbot pf’ Kéynsham [ SANHS 53]
1277, October 24 - ' _

With relations still detericrating. Simon White, presumably. the. la
Warre's steward brought a charge of "mayhem or mutilation" against
Robert, the  Abbot of Keynsham. The king was hearing ccmplaints in
Shrewsbury and not surprisingly the Abbot, aghast at the proepect of

'such a journey, pleaded 1llmness, An emlssary was despatched to see if

it was true and thain his account of events.'

~Cnmmissiun of - der' ‘and " Terminer to Walter de Héliun tauching' the

appeal which Simon  le White of Bristelton brings before the justices
of the bench against Robert, abbot of Keynsham of mahem and breach of
the peace, the sald abbot being tooc iafirm to travel to answer Simon
before the jfustices, a mandate to send Waltér to recard and process
the appeal as far as pertain +to the person ‘of the abbot with the

original writ and other things belonging to the case. ' [ SANHS 531

And so it went on and on..,...

1279, May

Roger de la Ware brougbt a writ of disseisin again:t the Abbot of
Keynsham about raising the level of a pond in Bristilton. He did not
proceed, therefore he and his pledges, Gilbert de Compton and William
Litfote of Holcombe are im mercy. {Somerset Pleas 1-7,Edward I, SRSI

[Abbat Robert died around this time and was succeeded by Abbat Adam.]
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1285 =
'“Murder' And Queband murder at that'

" Robert de” Bristletan was faund slain in. bis bause in. tbe 14tb year Df”.“;¥T
“the present "King [Edward Il and it is testified by the  Jurors that '

Alice de Blakeford" wife ‘of ‘the eaid Roberf together witb an aeﬂampliﬁe ei
-are guilty N i RSN

A" deed so foul, it was nnt only murder but treasen The positimn of a“-

husband in his ‘own household was a mivrocasnz of .that. of the: king:'ff;5*r'

ruling over his realm. As the murder of. a king was high- treason so- the

mirder of a husband was petty treasun since it went aSainst the_e}fiﬂf-:”J'*H

perceived natural order There was Dnly nne possible penalty
Alice was burnt at the stake as an awful warning to all wives, perhape'

in front of the group of wattle and daub huts by the bridge which =

formed the hub of the village, Her accomplice of whom we ‘know nothing,
whether lover or servant - and quite possibly. . male. - was allewed to
“go free. Alice =] chattels fetched 13 shillings and eightpence '.-

_ ' EGane. quoting Assize Roll. 284 Hdw- 1, case 75]
1286 L Lol A .."

John la Warre Was'eiected ﬂeyer_of Brietelr:_ o jj,_f._. [BHB]'

[(This John la Warre, was, I beiieve, a younger brother ef,Reger,j o

1296, February 22 : R R v
John "la Warre who prebably visited the fertified maner heuse in

Brislington chiefly lived in a town house en ,St Hichael’
Hill.. ... mentioned in a deed of sale between Rﬁcbard de Calne, clerk &Q
Robert ‘Sapnekyn executors of the will. of Giles de EErkeley, clerk to -
Jocens de Reyny, a farm and gardens in St Michael's Hi11, Bristol

Iying between the garden of John la Warre and the land . of Willlam de - -:517f

Gardino, wbicb fbe said Giles had far bO years from Reynald the: clerk..

' : R ' [CBD]
1301, February 5

John 1a Warre acknowiedges that he owes James Barr & the Abbot Df 5%
‘Augustine, Bristol, executor of the will of John de . Ireguz 227, 138 4d
to be levied iIn default of pwyment on hie lands and . chattels fn. Co
Hereford. [Extract of Close Rolls 1296- 1302 plO BRO1

fClarice la Warre, Roger's wife died this year, Her father, John de
Tregoz, presumably had a son, also called John, who a year later gut
into severe trouble with the king.

1302, April 28 SRR

To Fickolas Fermbaud, Order to release John Iregaz and. Rbbert le REm
imprisoned in Bristol Castle for an alleged trespass of venison in the
king's chace at Kyngeswode upon them finding a mainpernors. -to. have
them before the king ai his will to stand to right when he shall wish
to speak against them, {Extract of Close Rolls, 1296-13021

[It sounds to me like a binding over to be of good behaviour, and
rightly so.l
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1303 - 1313

.Statement of a 1and hmlding Ruger.la Wsrre held.Brusligteﬁ”“Lfﬁe
_informant st have had a. cold. - and Bristelingtun in the: Hundred of
Keynesham.,__; e S -{Feudal. Aids 1284 1431 SRO]

N

1307 T T S TR E T
Edward II ascended ‘the throme. He recalled his. favourite; : Piers
Gavestun from exile in France, to the disgruntlement of ‘the barons who
were affronted not so much by Edward's homosexuality, believing he
would grow out of it but by Gaveston's lowly:birth.r .00

1813 . R B R A S . o RS
Tallage or Pall Tax was introduced [to fund the war against the Scots
which was punctuvated by the Soottish-.victory_.of-nBanneckbUrﬁl;the
following year) and imposed on a furious -citizenry.. Bristoliams
resisted for more than two years. A force supposed to be ofi20,000 men
at arms drawn up outside Bristol failed to: intimidate the. citizeus,
though the dispute. was eventually settled peaceably' and presumably
everybody eventually paid,

Johannes le Vare was assessed 6 8d in place of Wilielmu

de Mulles e .
Jnhannes le Varre . _£5 0 Od
Rogerus 1e Warre e 2.6d.

E

[Evidently John the citizen was very rioh indeed Roger s pittance
presumably referred only to a small tenement - within ~the. ﬁity of
Bristol?] . N

1320 . ol
Roger, the First Barnn la Warre died and was succeeded by his san Juhn
who was then ‘'aged 40 or more' Inquisitions into the estates were
held at various courts. e

At Sussex, on Augﬁst 31, where the manor of Middleton was held by
fealty and by. service of a sore sparrowhawk yearly at. the . king's
exchequer and. Ysfeld, held hy' a knight's: fee and  nearer home at
Gloucester om October 7, Wickwarre which the sald: Koger -acknowledged
by fine in the king's court to be the right of John la: Varre who
granted it to him to hold for life by service of a rose. yearly.and
just previously, on September 30, in respect of Bristlingtan, a manor
beld for life by  the demise”_of_ John la Ware,. of  the.  honour: of
Gloucester, by homage and service of # knight's fee. . ...

y ICI,(C.Edw 11}, File 65 14 SRD]
1327 _
Bdward II was depossd and“ brutally murdered at Berkeley Castle in
Gloucestershire. His son, fourteen year old Edward III, became king
but for three more years,. Isabella, his mother and. Roger Mortimer,
Earl of March were the real rulers of England.

The Lay Subsidy Roll of 1327 makes possible an . estimate. of. the
population of Brislingtan It lists twenty eight men who paid the  tax
as the heads of their respective households which would include. wives,
children, aged relatives, apprentices and servants, Ve can therefore
double the twenty eight - everybody was expected to be married — give
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them all two or three children and toss in a few more far the servants_
~-and retainers and assume a total af around 200, the ‘average size of a
village of the time “Each man now had & surname -~ ©or additional name -
to distinguish him from others of the same Christian same, ' :

Johanne le Varre [John la Varrel xxjd ob qr [21d] .
Johanne le Palmer [John Palmer} ixd ob qr (941~

————— -~ L—-—esy ELivesy”! TR xed -7 [204)
David Craddock Rt coeeedxd o 19AY
David Brounyn [David Browningl vid oo T r8dY
Roberto le Carter {Robert Carterl] xijd L1241

Thoma att Wyke# [ Thomas Atwickl iijs vii [3 shillings & ’fd] T
Willelmo attewode [(Willlam Atwoodl xiid - {1241 AT

- Waltero attewode [Valter Atwoodl vid - - (6d] PR b
- -Thoma Berde [Thomas Birdl ijs xd - '---EB shillings & lOd]-”-””
~Thoma atte Mede [ Thomas Meadowsl vijd . ~[6d1 o
Villelmo le White [William Whitel xiiijd ' [14d]_'9-_:
- Thoma Syward [ Thomas Seawardl xijd v rizdyeoe
Thoma le White {Thomas Whitel xxd ob rro4r
Villelmo att Shottetreo (VWilliam 7} xxijd ‘qr [22d1~
Ficalao Crousman [Nicholas Crossman] ixd fodar
¥altero Popyng [Walter Popingl xijd cor12dl

Stephano Orhlemer [Stephen Owlemerel xviijd (2343
Fichalao Kenewrek [Nicholas Kenrickl xij [i2d]
“Ricardo atte Clive [Richard Cleevel xvijd obl18d1"
Roberto Ricard [Robert Richardl xvjd ob qr  [16d]
Johanne le Riwman [ John Newmanl xvijd f17d] :
Roberto Elice [Robert Ellisl] ijs 1iijd ob qri2 shillings & 4d)
Simone Danyel [Simon Daniell vjd {641
- Waltero atte Brigge [Walter Bridgel xixv ob qr {19d]
David Atte Wyke {David Atwickl ijs © v [2 shillingsl™
Thomas Gele [Thomas Jelly? Gale?l ~ = e
Roberto atte Nore (Rubert Konre] xijd ob qr [124]

: - [Bath Ref Library, parish histaries]
.I have tentatively suggested a modern equivalent for "each” surname.’ As
- to-Willtiam who lived-at:the: "Shottetreo®, I +think this is the’ “Shot-
tree" ‘or butts where the young of the village practised their archery.
{The most noted example of this name is - Shottery, the’ Warwickshire
hamlet where Shakespeare's wife Anne Hathaway 1ived.l ' Certain
families appear in the list whose names would become well known in
Brislington in years to come, the Daniels; the ‘Sewards and the progeny
of John Newman - who in 1327 was exactly that — the new man! At least
one of our parishioners had seen the pllgrims who came to St Anne's
and had his appetite whetted for foreign travel. Far he was a Palmer,
one who had been on pilgrimage to the Holy Land, Two families took
their name from where they lived at "Wyke", the 0l1d Saxon name for a
village or hamlet which remains with us to this day as Wiok Road

There seems to have been few who actually paid the tax: Oblediental

and no immediate reason springs’ to-my mind as to why some people

- should have been assessed much higher than others. particularly those
in excess of two shillings :
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- In-Bristol, yet another previeus resident ef our Village, Thnmas de
. Bristleton, was. assessed as having: property in Quarterium; beafe Marie
in bargodicte ville Bristollie that is in St Mary le Port, in the town
of Bristal, valued at £1 taxable. [Bcﬁr,lg'p: 2751

1328 . e : :
A petition was presented in Parliament at the suit nf Jean la Warre
complaining that the manor of. Bristleton ‘which was then: and. always had
been without the .King's Chace .called. Kingswned had been invluded
within the Chace by the wardens thereef 2 Ll o

There were strict penalties for the poaching of deer and it is clear
that Joan expected +to .consume her own venison without fear of
prosecution, In the absence of her husband the lady of the manor
vas expected to deal with the tenantry and the day by. day bueiness of
the estate as well as difficult legal matters. She. . of ‘course.rose to
the occasion as women did when given the 0ppor+unity - usually in time
of ‘war. Accounts of similar duties undertaken by women appear, for
example, . in The Paston Letters, written 1418-1506,. mainly . during ‘the
Vars..af the Roses by ‘members of the . Paeten_ family “of . .well . to. do
Norfolk gentry. The men travelled and the women wrote from home:. . .Vhen
the emergency was over and her lord returned, the lady went back to
her tapestry. Unfortunately the la Warres do not appear to have left
. any. cerreependence : : R e

- 1331, Easter : o
Proceedings in respect uf the la Varre's estates: Jobhn son of cher la
Varre and John son of the same John and Margaret his wife, plainfiffq
John de. Cleyden, parson of Mancestre, defendant regarding the Nanor of
- Alyngton, in the county of Wﬁltshire,_tbe manor. of . RYKeware, county of
- Gloucester, the manor. of FBrustlyngton, county of- Somerset, . Right .of
defendant by deed of gift of John son of Roger, grant back and render
to Jobn spn of Roger the manor of 4lyngton for the king and the other
manors. for the chief lords during his life. Remainder to. Jabn'sen of
John & Margaret his. wife, the helrs of their bodies and.. the right
 helrs. of John son of Rbger ; R T . [FF, Edward III VRS

[Vhilst thenretically in a feudal system nDbody "ownnd"' any land
except the king who collected "rent” in the form of military service,
in reality there were property. traneactione and. they were incredibly
complicated. For the landed it was necessary beth ta keep a demesne 1in
a particular family and to ensure the rights of the widow. A noble or
gentlewoman's security lay in her Dower, one third of her husband'

land which came to her if she was widowed. Money could be raised on
praperty by enfeoffment, a serles of trusts whereby ‘4’ ‘could make a
hypothetical gift of his land to 'B' & 'C' who paid feudal dues and
taxes on his behalf. whilst 'A’ continued in aﬁtual posseseion during
his lifetime. When he died the property would come to ‘B! & 'C*t, As
use of trust failed to guarantee the widow's righte, prudent parente
usually circumvented this pnseibility by Iointure._a narriage contract
which settled property on a couple in joint ownership., The husband
would then neither sell nor give away the land, If the husband
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predeceased then the trustees would hold the land for the use nf his
widow, but ghe had control over it, On her death, the 'property

- reverted to’  the’ ‘husband's: famlly..-The -other part . of. ‘the: marriage
- gettlement was & Dowry, a cash or portion payment made to the husband
- by the wife s family. 7 - : SN :

1337 :
Bdward III claimed +to be the true heir of the throne of France.

- through right of his mother, Isabella - in- ‘opposition to the:French

Salic Law which prohibited women to" ascend: the ‘throme = and. ‘set in
motion the intermittent contest which® engaged England and France_for
nore than a century, the Hundred Years VWar.: S

--1340

Extract of a Patent Roll 14 Bdward-1IL, a grant ta: Mhrgaret la’ Warra,

‘nee Holland; ©f part of *Brustlyngton which lays beyond bur Chase of

Kyngeswoode and Filwoode in the cnunty uf Somerset“ with rights to-cut

and aell all the crops therenf e - ?Hfgs [GRD}-

" The Manor of Brislingtan wag evidently Hargaret's dcwer. fnr she was

" the widow ©of John la Warre, heir presumptive; - who predecaased. ‘his
- father and she held Brislington on behalf of her ‘sony Ruger. As we ‘are
'told in . . Do o

¥

1346

De Hhrgareta la Varre pro Bridlington quod Rbgerus la Warre quondam
tenuit ibidem. Roger was probably away fighting in France.

[Feudal Aids 1284 1431 SRD]
1347, 12 March

"Thomas Brustelton, andther ex-Brislington™ resident was witness “to a

land transfer in respect “of four Bristol shops ‘Iying "on the back of
the Avon" between the tenements of John Hornmcastel and Philipile Clerc
cpncerning Jokn Heyne & William le Ropere, burgess.- *Z:T'"”_[CBD}

1348

Apocalypse. The “Great Mortality” ‘(the term Black Déath was invented

much later] reached England in “August of this: year, . broughtin by
“‘merchant ships from the Black Sea ports, firstly into ‘Melcombe: Regis

in Dorset. It quickly spread through the West country, reaching
Bristol on the fifteenth  of the-month. Towns, where-conditions were
filthy and congested, were the worst affected, ~butvillages ‘were- not

immune and ‘1f Brislington was in any way.typical then fifty people may

have died.  The transmission to humans by - fleas on black rTats: was
unknown and it was believed to be the manifestation of: the wrath of

- God- wreaked upon humankind as a punishment fnr sin.: Pilgrimages to St

Anne s undoubtedly increased

' As repentance failed to bring about the" desired effpct many- surcumbed

to apathy. The economy was in chaos. Prices fell: A good horsa--that
might have fetched £2 could be had for 6s 8d, a cow for a shilling or

“& ‘lamb ‘for 2d.  Sheep and oxen wandered untended through the-corn,

destroying the crops and dying for want of husbandry. The rich walled

‘w+here - was such & want of slaves and servants there was no-oneé who
“knew what to do.“ : - .
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As the sickness subsided those who were left began. te pull themeelves
tagether Lords .who. were. accustomed . to exacting - work. from ‘their

.tenants ik exchange for their holdings were forced . to excuse them or

to accept money rents. Bond labourers took. the 1aw; into their ‘own
hands and freed themselves, leaving in droves to seak wages for' their
work. A mower could ask 8d and a reaper ome shilling a day. Prices
then rose 400 - %00%. FRields lay uncultivated and houses fell. into

ruin. The English nobility attempted to stem the tide, Parliament
passed the "English Statute of Labourers" in 1350, which- attempted to

compel labouring. men to accept. a etandard wage ‘and not leave-their
emplnyere service. A milestone in the saga of Capital vereue Labour
which led to unrest and eventually to the Peasants' Revmlt of. 1381 but
vhether the fampus quatrain :

Vhen Adam delved.
And Eve span. :
Vho was then.. . . -
The gentleman? .

is traditional ‘or was inventedﬁ_by'lfhe 'ehenyﬁuus,:eQ£hbr;aaf.:the

subversive drama "Jack Straw" in Tudor times, I have failed to
discover, a

_Meanwhile, the French war continued.

1356 September 18 - R T IR T S
After the English victory at Poitiers “the loot acguired from: the
brutal sack and pillage of French towns was so great that the Black
Prince's forces returning to the Channel Ports . were. reluctantly
obliged to leave others unmolested because they could-carry no mdre-

Despite the changing circumstances brought about by the peetilenﬁe,_a
knight still remained bound by the. *Indentures of War" tp.serve. the
king and supply a force from amonget his servants and tenants but
these common foot soldiers are not known by name. Roger la Warre was
at Poitiers with the prince and possibly with a few Brislington men

whose. names we shall never know. Indeed, as already demonstrated nafies

survive mostly in deeds to 1and transactinne T. this one ﬁencerning
¥Milo de Bristiltonm, ‘

1363

At Westminster 1in the quinzaine af Easter and afterwards in the
quinzaine of Trinity between Thomas Crumme, vicar of St Leonard,
Bristol & Nilo de Bristilton, querents and John Slc and Isabella his
wife, deforciants for three messuages in the suburbs of Bristol and
pthers in Gloucestershire. John & Isabella acknowledged the rigbt of
Thomas by their gift., For this Thomas & Milo granted the same to Jobn
& Isabella to hold to them and their issue and if they die without
issue then to remain to the right heirs of Isabella. [SRS vol. 171

Those who were left alive after the plague may well have wished to
glve thapks for their survival: in Brislington the cottagers at the
village, seervants of the manor at Vest Town, now presumably paid
labourers [!], farmers at Wick and pre-industrialist quatriers
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squatting by the Rock needed a church. The chapel of St Anne's catered
for a different clientele altogether and an cecasional ‘monk preaching
at “the village cross, ‘even if ‘he was an ordained prigst’ from the
Augustinian Abbey of Keyneham failed to meet requiremente 8

The church" had by now been built and dedicated ‘to St Luke A unique
feature is, and wae, a niche on the south side of the tower, set with
two little figures which are thought to'represent Roger la Warre; [who
was buried at Swineshead in Lincolnshire 'in this' yearl ‘and his wife
Elizabeth Welles, the parents of John, & man of twenty five) 'the new
Lord of the Manor and his brother Thomas, a priest-in holy orders. |

1373
More enfeoffment: At Westminster in “the quinzaine of 5% Hillary
between John de 1la Warre, knight, "querent and 'Lodewi ¢ Clifford,. knigﬁt
& Allanne, his wife deforciants for lands in Sussex, Nbrthanfs, Wilts, -
Berks and a third part of the manor ' of BEristellyngton. Lodewic apd
Alianne granted the sald third part to John and his heirs ‘and
quitﬂlaimed whatever rigﬁt they had therein as dower of Alzanne "

e ESRS val 17]
1392, September 21
The last will and testament of Amy WVeston, the wife opf Jchn Wéston,
baker of Bristol was proved. She left a tenement to her husband to be
sold after his death to distribute in masses and alms for the benefit
of his soul and for the souls of Thomas Bristleton, Julian his wife
and their daughter Amy - : & [Brietel Wille. BRQJ

[Perhape Julian Bristleton was Amy's sister. Certainly ‘her daughter-
seems to have bheen named after Amy Veston. Amy was rather unugual“in
that she made a will at all. Women were rarely testators unless they
were ‘spinsters or widowed. - The- property of a “married woman
autumatically belonged to her husband 1 R AR

1392
The will: of John Beket described as being vaf the Abbey af’ Keynsham.
Somerset”, though evidently a layman, was proved at Vells., He asked to
be buried at the monastic Abbey of the Blessed Virgin Mary of Keynsham
and left legacies to his wife Maud, his son John, to the Abbot of
Keynsham, {by now William Peschan) the vicars of Keynsham and Fompton
Dando and to Sir Richard, the Chaplain of St Anne.
© {Bristol Vills, BRQ
ThowAas la WVarre, brothér of the Lord of the Manor was bequea+hed'a
gold table and a figure of St Catherine also in geld in the will of
'Lady Elizabeth de la ¥arr', his mother.”

[Early Lincs, Wills, quuted'Al.OxBn]
{In case it is d1magined that Thomas was an impoverished parish

1398 - -

John la Warre died, a childless widower but possessed of large estates
throughout the country, including Brustelyngton, the manor, held of
Thomas 1e Despenser, earl of Gloucestre.....by the service of two-
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thirds of a knight's fee, In Bristol, he was the true patron of the
‘hospital aof 5t Bartbolcmew He was succeeded by Thaznas, then over
fifty yearg Dld

Thomas's career is fully detailed in Alumni Oxonienses, the catalogue
of Oxford graduates. He was a substantial career cleric, canon of
'Lincoln in 1363 [an office he held by the" gift gf" the Black Princel,

prebendary of Sleaford, Lincolnshire. 1376, rector of Swineshead in
the same county, canon of York and prebendary “of Grindall 1381 and
Rector of Manchester in 1382, Interestingly he was granted leave of
absence for three years from 1405 to. 1408. nresunably td ‘go about the
worldly business of kis vast eetates and’ may have come” +u Brielington
at this time, SR

The male 1a Varre T{ne ended with the’ fifth ‘baron, Thdﬁae ‘the priest,

"He willed his property to’ his half sistér Joan, the wife of Thomas
‘West, Her son Reginald” Vest ‘eucceeded and adﬂpted the: title Gth Baron
de la Warre Brislington was part Df his inheritanﬁe B

1438, May 12 R
Certain prnperty was now in private hands, but’ traneaetinns ‘remained
'complicated A grant was made’ by Juliana widow of Jokn Colchester

' 'barbour’, late burgess of 'Bristol, John Ruddok, " 'wever' ‘and” Margaret
- his wife, daugﬁter of Jahn ‘Colchester, Walter® fackes, ‘harbonr; and his
wife, another daughter of John Colchester to Richard Roper ‘and’ Richard
Flysaundre, burgesses of Bristol of a rental of fiftesn shillings
issuing from a tenement and lands 1n Knolle [Knowlel in the Hundred of
Bedminster leased to Nicholas Seward of Bristelton; “\Somerset, ’ mason,
Agnes his wife and Nicholas, their son. The property formerly belonged
to John Jubhyne. [ CBD]

1449 o : . S wnnl
The first recorded parish priest "Phillipus, pastor parochus” of
Brislington in "Raddecliff" appears in the biﬁhop s register of Bath
and Wells. ST SRS vol 491

1453 :

The struggle for power between the descendants of Bdward® III divided
into factions which ‘supported the white rose af York nr the red rose
of Lancaster and occupied the country for thirty years." It iz doubtiul
whether the rival pros and cons were argued over ip the fields of
Brislington except by those required to accompany their lord” to war.
The Manor family wae splidly Lancastrian. -Reginald ‘de la Warre had
heen in many campaigns in France during the troubled reign of Hemry
VI, His son and heir, Richard, who succeeded 1451 was' rewarded with
part of the forfeited Wiltshire estates.  of' the Duke of York,
afterwards Richard III, for special services rendered. When Henry VI
was deposed by Edward IV in 1461, Richard felt it expedient to flee
abroad to await the turn of the tide. He died im exile, but remained
in posesession aof the manor of Brislington whiﬂh deeoended tm his son
Thomae. then aged 19. - :
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1468

Hugh was the second [ named] pastor of Brislingtnn The churﬂh had been _

rebuilt and enlarged with the addition of the nave, tawer and porch
R .

1485

. The Waré'af the Roses concluded with' the rcut of Richard III mf ank'
at Bosworth Fleld and the accession of’ Henry Tudnr ‘whose: tenuous claim

"to the throme was strengthened by his marriage to Edward 1v's daughter
Elizabeth, the sister of the Princes in the Tuwer Mavbe Thamas de la

Varre was with him at Bosworth ‘and the king repaid the: favuur, for in -
1486, probably accompanied by Thcmas. King' Henry VII “rnda from

Bristol on pilgrimage to St Anne in the Wood".

The route taken by the royal party is generally believed to have been

through Temple Gate at the end of Temple Strest, aver Pylle Hill and. '

. up. the {then] Sandy Lane. and thence ta St Anne s,'rnturning alnng Hnly

_ ¥ead to the village. via the Pilgrim s Vay. Hodern publir houses, the

Pilgrim, the Holly Bush (a common nediaeval inn sign} Pommemcrate the

hostelries where perhaps the king and his ‘entourage rested. For there

would have been no simple journey on horseback for Tom' and his royal
~master. Kings travelled with a retinue of chaplains, archers, watchmen
. and cooks, grooms and wardrubers, barbers and washnrwomen, buffuuns

and hornblowers, running even to such specialitj professionals as wolf
f.catcherﬁ and cat hunters. Even 'if some of these were left inm Bristol,
the visit of the king nmst have made an entertaining shaw for the'

villagers.

l The pnpulariﬁy of St Anne cnntinued and a few surviving lmcal wills .

record bequests to the shrine:

1487, July 28

Thos Chokke, of Stanton Drew left 6s.8d to St Anne's Chapel i [ SHW]

1499, September 16 | g_;:' ”_;“
Alice ¥ontague, left 124 to 'St ‘Anne neyt Bristol®. _éj”: f_: [ SMW1
<1500

¥hen Keynsham Abbey was excavated the tombs of Walter Joie and Tohn
Spaldyng, two of the custodians of St Anne's were discavered their
Latin inscriptions reading as follows:

Hic Jacet Walter Jole (or Joce) ‘canonicus nuper custos capelle Sancte
Anne in the Wode. Cujus anime proplcietur Altissimus Amen_ '
& '
Hic Jacet John Spaldyng Custos ac fTatibus semper amabills et gratus
et custos Sancte Anne 1 silva cufus anime praprietur Mag dens.

._[SANHS no 53
1502, August '
Henry VII again came tn St Anne's, this t*me with his Oueen Elizabeth

The king who was nntorimusly mean, made a donatimn of 2s.6d. whilst.

"the queen gave 17s.6d. Edward the Tuke of Burkingham,f called by
Shakespeare writing later “the mirror of all courtesy® but beheaded by
_Henry VIII, visited the shrine in May 1508 with his wife and daughter.
'_His diary rncurds "Hy LDrd's and young Lady s oblation to St Anne in
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the Wood, 7s.4d." The Duke, evidently a music Pritic paid a- Shilling j

“to a Velgh harper at St Anne s but only eightpenﬁe to: annther at

Keynsham. T ,hfq"' [BPP EW]

R

w0

1525

Thomas - West de la Warre wWas married twiﬁe, ‘firstly. to. Elizabeth
Mortimer by whom he had two sons, Thomas and- William: [died without
isgiie] and four daughters; and secondly to Eleanor Cnpley HD died in
this year and was succeeded:by his son Thomas. : i

1531, December 13 : : : S R : PR, i
Robert Bede was vicar. Keynsham Abbey names him in an:“indenture of
Robert Bede, clerk, for our chapel, St Luke the Evangelist, Bristelton
with the mansion there called 'prests house' and the small tithes."

: <o S - [SANHS 3531
1533
The Tybbett or Tybbott family rented Abbey lands: "The -indenture of
Joan Tybbett, widow & William Tybbett, her son {was he the monk 11=ted
below?] for one tenement in Bristle+on and certain lands in Filtnn
{ie Felton or ¥hitchurchl e :

[ibld]
and gso did Jokn Daniel:
1533, May 3
"Indenture of Johkn Danyell of Brystelton for the firm of thn rectory
of Bristilton (J. Storton, abbot)" e oo fibid]

Henry VIII refused a divorce by the Pope, declared himself head of the

English church and no longer ‘answerable to Rome. On August.13.1534,

the Abbot of Keynsham with hie monks acknowledged the supremacy of the
king "with ome mouth and voice" and toock. the oath: John Sturtun,
abbot, William Herm, prior, John Owen, sub-prior, John Arncld, John
VYolles, John Gylford, Thomas Beede, Thomas Deverell, Thomas. Parker,
Thomas Bedford, “"V¥yllyam Tybbatt", and the neovices, John Dollman, John
BEdwards, Villiam Barrow, William Brayne and John Brown. On the eve of
destruction of his AbbeyJohn Stourtoncontinued with: the day to day

business of issuing leases and indentures: Thomas Vest and ... his
brother, sons of Rabert Vest of Stockwoed for reversion. of the Grange
of Stnckwood : - . - [SANHS 24 & 531

Between 1536 and 1540 eight thousand monasteries, including Keynsham
and the chapel of St Anne were suppressed and pillaged. The movement
in favour of reform had “innocently believed that wealth expropriated
from the church should go to endow charitable, religious and
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_educational institutions, Instead, it went straight: to the royal purse
with monastic estates sold off, further enriching the wealthy and a
notveau riche“urhan middle class who saw the oppor+un1ty tD become
landed gentry

For Brislingtorn it was the end af “tourism, though thé number of
vigitors, given the de+eriurating =ituatimn between King and Pope must
have been declining for years:.: Canvnrsely. ‘there may have heen local
profit in the scramble for . Abbey: lands, for the wills of fifty
Briclingtonians were proved in the Court of the Bishop of Bath & Wells
1538~97 whereas there had previously been none. No further clues to
gensral prosperity can be gleanﬁd from ‘the contents of these wills,
fnr apart from a few abstracts they were last in the blitz whilst the
Pa1nndars themselves +antalisingly survive. Nevertheless, for the time
being, Brislington as a fashionable resort was finished. It would be
redigcovered two centuries .later when nouvedu riche Bristol tradesmen
.- transmogrified into gentry would discover the dﬂligh+ﬁ of the plaﬂe as
a bucelic watering hole where they could build grand. huuses and eccape
from the pressure of the Bristol exchanges. s g

No priest 1s recorded a3 being resident at this time.and i+ 1s
probable that Robert Bede, Brislington's. vicar,. parhaps. a brother of
Thomas the Keynsham monk, was dispossessed, . like wmany anpther Fountry
parsan, perhaps to travel about the country carrying the small mercies
of his trade and saying mass to any who were not afraid to listen.

Meanwhile life, death and commonplace business proceeded,

153? Iuly 30 S Ce P
Young John Lane of Brislingtnn, an orphan, was apprenticed in Bristol
.= twice:

¥Yohannes Lane, son of Johannes Lane of  Brislington, | defunct,
. hushandman tg Johannes Dodyme & Elizabeth his wife as a towker
(tucker)

and then again, probably on the death of his first master:. . .

Juna 8 1538, Johannes Lane son of Johannes of Brislington, defunct,
husbandman "to Johannes Pery and Johanna his wife as a towker. [BARL]

In 1538, the contents of St_Aﬁné;s éhapel wefeffeﬁbvéd. The roof was
stripped and the lead given to the king's exchequer. The windows were
taken out and used in surrounding houses and on : :

1538, June 30 -

Robert Stafford, yeoman, for forty qhillings taok a lﬂaqﬂ of "511 that
house situated near the Chapel of St Anne at the southern part of the
Valley called Newycke, with +the hpuses, .outhouses, gardens and
orchards. appertaining, also the chapel and cnmptery in  which the
chapel now is". [E.¥W. p ER.hANHS no 53]

1538, Dctﬁber T

William Adams the son D:f Edwarcl Adam..» csf Briqlmvtmn..taiior was
apprenticed to Ludowicus Evams, of Bristol also a tailor.. . {BAR1]
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1543, ¥ay 27 LA

John songof John Lane of Pussulton, husbandman,  was apprenticed to
John Owen, shearman & Isabel his wife for 7 years. “The apprentice to
have at the end of his ferm 20 shillings and one bed to the wvalue of
13s.44." : e S o {BAR2]

In Bris1ington Phurrhyard thﬂrn is.a - monumental inscriptian "Thomaﬁ
Newman, aged 153, New faced in 1771 in. commemoration of thei'great age
of the deceaﬁpd" The ‘grave was supposedly seen by John Leland on his
"Itinerary” of Britain# which he undertook.on behalf of. anry VIII.
Wouldn't it be great. 1f it were -true? .As neither. you or. L. knew of
anyone who has remotely reached anything like such. an ‘age sadly, the
implication must be that .the SHb}EFt died,. quite:young: 'aged 33 and
the figure "1" was carved in later by some misrhinvous Early-Modern
graffitist. I personally think the grave's pecupant ig the Thomas
Nﬂwman whose will was proved at Vells in 19544, What a piiy no-cne
thnuvh+ to check. before it: was too. 1a+e The will Was . among +hose
destroyed by the blitz so we shall never kmnow.

1546, February 15

The will of Villiam Walrome of Langrege, (Langridgel Somerset was
proved: "To Robert Walrone my sonne, nmy lease. of one close & parrache
in Bruslyngton purchased of John Morgane." [ SMW1

1549, February 28 o R el Ry

Thomas +the son of Robert Berd.  of Bristeltor,.. hushandman was
apprenticed to Edward Trykett, cutler and Alice his wife for 7 years
the apprentice to have at the end 10 shillings. It seems & member of

.the. family offered the lad. ten. ﬁhlllingn extra as a- gra+uity on

r*ﬂ:}mpleficm. for young Tom appears again on September 7, - 1550+ Thomas
the son of Robert Berde of Brisleton, husbandman, .to. Villiam Bnrde,

. cutler and Wargaret hig wife, 7 years, the apprentice to have at the

end twenty =shillings. _ - e . meoien,. UBAKRZE

1554

The will. Df Richard Biecse or Ei:se of Bri:lipc+on was dated January
15 and proved July 19, 1554 at the Court of. Wells, The testater
mentioned his wife Edith, his son Richard daughter Alice and sister
Flizabeth Nele. Only the abstract survives. [ SDNQ (V) p2l4dil

Thomas de la Varre. .the Oth Baron died, He was ~hildlesz but had
adnpted William the son of his half-brother Sir Gnnrgn ¥est as his
heir, William, apparently tp hasten hiz succession, tried to poison
Thomas. Parliament brought in an Act disbarring him from succeeding to
hiz uncle's honours and estates. Later Villiam redeemed himself by
Army service and his son was allowed to claim Thomas' s ancimnf barony.
Thiz was too late for Brislington. In the interim the manor = had been
divided between Thomas's sisters and from them 1t pacaed into the Lacy
famlly of qhipfan under Wychwood, Owfordshire in 1588, . ( EC]

% quoted in ngt Luke'm Pariﬁh thurﬁh" booklet DHbllthd about 1972 by

¥re Ashford Allan, wife of the then vicar, I Lave not discoversd the

original refarence in Leland's Itinerary,
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1556
Ricbard Ph&lpot was. vicar. .
. o [St Luke s PC Allan]

“ .
More lmﬁgevity. Perhaps it was the air. The "remarkable"' Richard
Philpot, is, like Thomas Newman, another Brislington legend. He was
supposedly vicar for three gquarters of a century and: as he ‘must have -
been at least 21 when ordained, therefore his minimum ‘age was 96 when
relieved to go to another post in 1631 by Oliver Chivers"' i

Richard Philpot had a vdfe, Juan, wha was chief prntagnnict in an'
unseemly brouhaha over seating arrangements in the church:in 1616
involving actual bodily harm which  reached  the notice of the bighop
himself. There was also a son, -Nathaniel. who isiknown from- two
Bristol apprenticeship entries: K S ST

¥athaniel, 'son of Richard Philpot nf Brisllngtan, yﬁnman to Thnmas
:Daniel, tailor and Elizabeth his- wife, February 14 1617

and

Nathaniel son of Richard Philpot, glerk: fofoislingtbn “to Thomas
- Hurtnoll, haberdasher., The father bound in £10. October 301620,

Richard either had a much younger wife and a son born about 1603,
supposing Nathaniel was aged 14 when first apprenticed’ orthere wera
~two Richards, The first who still had a much: younger wife - for if
Joan had been contemporaneous she would have been aged 'about 80 in
© 1616 - - but remained vicar until at least 1617 The 'second was a
yeoman in 1617 when he 'son was ‘apprenticed but -had bectme vicar
"clerk® of  Brislington ‘by 1620. Nathaniel seems to-bhe the'same lad,
‘who changed bhis mind about his first apprenticeship for which his
father had to supply a bond of the considerable sum of "$10° when he
applied to a new master in a different trade. The:vicar never entered
a single detail of his own family in the register of baptisms,
marriages and burials. If Richard Philpot had indeed served:75 years,
I feel sure his successor would have recorded the extraordinary feat.
As 1t was, not even a burilal was entered in the parish register.
: [SRO D/D/Ca/196 BAR mss BRO]

1558

In the last year of the reign of Philip and Mary, two Brisling+on boys
were apprenticed. John son of John Somers  td Godfrey -Bassett as a
joiner and John s.0. William VWebbley to Margaret Hamme, widow, as a
baker, : Lo e = [ BAR3]

Elizabeth succeeded her sister 1in 1558 “and sought ‘reconciliation
between her +troubled subjecte in a reformed Church of- England.
Clergymen were allowed to marry evern though. the conservative Queen
found clerical wives and children deeply offensive. Various: lawsults,
listed as 'temp Elizabeth', which could thersfore refar to any time
after Elizabeth ascended the throne in 1558 until 1603,

Richard Vaughan versus Thomas Vaughan, Richard Vaughan versus Nicholas
Franklyn and John Pyll concerning lands & teénéments in Bristleton
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alias Burleston, Ann MNorgan. versus - Nicholas Pavy, concerning the
manor, - e [ CCPr}

1566, September 2 T SEIESE S } B

Henry VIII's Vicar General, Thomas Cromwell decreed that each p&rish
should keep a register of its baptisms, marriages and burials. If a
.previous "First Register" of: Brislington ever existed then it has naw
been lost forever. The first entry was on this day when John, the son
of John Macy was baptised and the next:on 'October 4, the baptism of
Alice, the daughter of Jobn Hedge. It is worth noting that paternity
vwas considered so much more.important than maternity at this time: that”
the children's mothers' names are  not recorded, except in’ ¢ases of
illegitimacy, .a situation which would prévail at Brislington for the-
next seventy years. . : R S 2

1567, March 14

Administration: John Daniel, Brislington' Joan, relict B
. : ~{ Adwons, Book: L3 SROY:

1567 -April 4 :

Robert Puckesley son of Thomas, late of Bristleton, was apprenticed to"

David 0Oldfilde, shereman for '8 years. [ BAR 1566~73, nss BRG]
The "Rising af the Northern Earls" = at once Catholic plot  and:

evidence.of the North/South divide, could easily have-led to-invasion:
from Furope and caused serious -alarm. The traditiomal raising of ‘local:
troops  from  the retainers of. the: lord of.:the. manor:had - all “but
vanished. Besides, although young men,. 18 or 20 years old never went.
without a dagger at +their ©backs, they no. longer practised so
diligently . at the. Shot-tree.. e ceel A A R

The Reverend William Harrison wondered what
modern .youth was: coming to. "String. shooting
is decayed and lald in bed". he .reported .in -
his tract: Flizabeth Arms England  which- Mary .
hath left defenceless.. Besldes, a. shocking.
continental revenge: for. the once . supreme
English bownmen's two fingered salute was.in-
vogue. "The Frenchmenr turn up their taills and
cry ‘'Shoot English!*® but 1f some. of our
Englishmen now lived that served King Edward
111 in his wars with France, the breech of
such a wvarlet had been railsed to his . back
with one arrow and another feathered in his
bowels before he should have turned about to
see who had shot the first!" Legislation was
clearly necessary, 1f only to answer the
insult, Each district was compelled to find
its own ever ready militia or trained band, a
Home Guard to defend the country in the event
of  further revolt or invasion from abroad.
Eleven Brislington men mustered:
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Villiam Brytten pikeman
Richard Jones gonner
‘ S John Grene:-billman.. .
- John Paxley archer
Thomas Berde billman
John Magges archer
Villiam Tibbott billman
John Grey archer::
Robert. Paget billman
~ Edward Morgan archer » .00 @ oo
. Richard Griffith- billmanmﬁv

%’a

Besida each man's name is the weRpon for which he was considered muat*
appropriate. Suitability .as. a pikeman denoted -a man’ taller than
average height which was: about 5'.2" or 3"!:-A7bill: was a_ccmbinedf
spear and battle-axe, with a hook instead of a blade, and  sounds
extremely nasty. »

Gf "Armor" they could supply one. Telling Corslet;fbnéépair'ﬁlﬁéinéf
rivets furnished, one bow and a sheaf of arrows, o :

Harrison again:

Our armour differeth not from that of other nations and thersfore
consisteth of corslets, almain rivetls, shirts of mail, jacks quilted7
and covered with leather, fustian on canvas over tbick plates of iron:
that are sewed in the same. Of which there 1s no town or' village that”
hath. not her convenient. furniture.. The sald armour - and  munition-
likewise 1z kept in one several place of every town, appolnted in the’
consent..of the whole parish, where 1t 15 always ready “to be ‘worn
within an hour's warning.......theré 1s no village so small that ‘1t-
hath not three or four socldiers [one archer, one gunner, tne ‘pike and
a bill manl at the very least. S

¥illiam Britton may have lived only a short time ‘in the parish.’ The"
only parish register references to the family are to the marriages of
two Britton girls to local men and: the burial of William's son Thomas:
in 1573, The Brittons were more usually to be found on-theother side’
af the river in Kingswood, then part.of the parish-of Bitton. % = With-
the exception of Jones, Griffith and Morgan - who- together: present a -
picture of three itinerant Welsh soldiers. of fnrtune. thié rest bear
familiar Brislington names of the period cEEann

1560 arch © S . SR L T
William Pavye son of Nicholas of Burstleton: was apprenticed +to

Alexander Boston & Darcas his wife for eight years as a hoagper. He was
1ater released and turned over to anuther hooper, Thamas: Edgin.~
: : o - [BAR} 1566 73 ‘mes BRO}

1570, - e . :
 Cathm1ics wnro ‘always open to avcusations of trearhery ag 1ong ‘as they“

attetipted to -sérve two masters, the Pope in Rome and the" English
State,  personified by the Queen. They needed to behave discreeetly,;
pay- 1ip service to the Church. of - Eangland  and in private 'keep- the
faith'. It was poseible to maintain the sham where no tangible threat
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was percelved to the Queen's position. The eXEﬁutibn of 800 febels
after the abortive Northern rising of .1569. was: followed by the
infamous Pﬁpal Bull of 1570,. which nxcommunica+ed thn ﬂueen.'calling
her a heretic and usurper. and urged. her- Catholig subjects to rebel.

._ English - Catholics . were faced with a choice.  between. church’ and

country:  religious _uutcasts if they -continued to attend  "the
heretical” Church of England, traitors if they did not, Less tolerance
towards Catholics was inevitable. They were fined a huge:'sum, -"£20 a
month for whatever the offender for non attendance at.church; ‘chapel

“or usual place of common prayer", a fate which befell- the ' Keynsham

"recusants" Richard Gaye, a yeoman and Gearge Baylie and William Full,
husbandmen. Presumably they could not afford to remain Cathalics for
very long. No Brislington recusants are listed. [SDNR, <V) pp-112-41

Y

1570 R o
Administration: To collect goods of Jolin Daniel, Burselton; to Joan,
relict. Inventary #£19.13s. . . . L¥CC. Admons, . SRO]
1573 |
Administrations:

William Harvorde, nf Bristleton, to Joan relict Iune 24 ié?é;;ﬂ

John Y¥orse  of Bdrstletdn,'”tq Villiam & Mafgafét,.”his  cﬁiidren,

February 15, 1673/4, ' [WCC Admons, L3 SROI
1574
Adwministration: Richard Hudde of Bursleton. Leave to cnllect hia gomds
granted to his son Edward. - Eibid]
1575 | | i
In this year there were two unnatural deaths - "One George, a

stranger”, tragirally drowned in a well, whereas John Maggs died in

such suspicious circumstances that “he was opened and. the Coroner: sat
. upon him", There were 26 other burials, a massive inPreasn fram the
" usual yearly average of 7 or 8. Although the parish register is

silent, it ceens likely Brislington was. visited by . plague. %% In
Bristol 1574 75, the epidemic carried off about 2, 000 persons..

(PR ¥ay 16, Dec 22 1575, Adame Chronicle of Bristol]
1580 -
A great earthquake was felt in Bristal London and Salisbury

1581 -

Hugh Smythe of ‘Ashton Court died in London on Harch 2  He had
purchased the manor of Felton in the parish of Whitchurch in 1562. At
his death, the stock on his demesne farm was 23 horses, 18 oxen, 40
cattle, 20 pigs and more than 550 sheep. The will calendar describes
him inexplicably as "of Long Ashton, Brisingtonne" A clue might be
found in the lawsuit brought against him by William & John Newman "in

the time of Queen Elizabeth" respecting ‘the Brislington Parsonage

{PCC Wills 9. Darcy & Chancery Proc, Series iii 196; - BRS XXXV]
% See G. Britton Spilsbury, Ihﬁ. Brittons of Kingaumsl Chaszn.
*% For a full analysis see D F, Lindegaard, Ihe Simple Amm Qj_ the
Poor..




Brislington - la Warra to Lacy

1581, November 20 - o B ST
Grant by Aysheton Ayleworth of London, esquire and Walter Ayleworth of
Grays -Ian, iddlesex, ‘esquire to Nicholas Clark of Bristol, merchant
of messuages, cottages, tofts, etc in Bedmynster and Brysljngton alias"
Bristelton,” Co Somerset, late in tenure of “John Stoné and appointment
of Thomas Allembridge and Edward Strewde to deliver 'seisin. ST CBDY

A licence was taken out by Thomas Newman of Brisse1+nn, to marry Agnes
Sparkes daughter ‘of: Thomas Sparkes of Camertan' marriage ta be at
Camerton.[1 March 1583/41

[Mar Lic 1583-1623 Abstr Bath & Wells Cnl Phipps SRD]
1586 '
The manor of Brislington was bmught by John lacy of Shipton under
Wychwcod Oxfordshire :
" The - Manor Caurt Rull refers to coalpits in’ Brislingtun as well as
naming miners causing nulsance. There are orders to fill up a pit and
to seize and close another. At the end there is a survey of tfenants
estates giving a description and the location of “the pruperty. the
tenants' names with dates of grants and fines paid. One of ‘the most
interesting is a reference to the halding of John Hedges at Oken Hill
a farm still in existence as Oakenhill ' _" o ESRO DD/GL 124]

{4 partial transcription of - the Manor Court book may be fnund in
Appendix 2.1

1587, July 2 : _

Twin girls, Edith and Eme were born to Elynor Horne and she reported
that Jobhn Macy of Vick [Roadl was the father. This is probably the
John Macy who, by hook or by crook was first in the book in. 1566,
Mothers of illegitimate babiés were urged by the midwives to “confess"
- the names of the fathers of their childrer when they were ‘at’ their
most vulnerable during labour itself. Brislington midwives ‘took this
task very seriously and 1t is prmbably because 0f theéir efforts that
[unusuallyl most of the fathers' of Brislington's bastards in this
period are known. Only one of the midwives is named: Agnes Newman. A
midwife could also baptise a child if she considered death was
imminent and no priest was available as in the case of Richard Pope's
twins on March 1, 1580 who "were christened by the midwives and buried
the same day". This right was rewmoved when James I bowed to Puritan
pressure and is interesting in view of the current debate about female
Drdinatiun - o EBPRJ

1588, March o S ' ' '

The Pope declared the Spanish Armada 'a Crusade or “Holy War™ against
England. On lady Day, the able~bodied men of the musters were summoned
to appear at Redcliffe’ Church hefore a Captain-Géneral, ~Presumably
some, including our Brislington meén were sent to Tilbury wherd the
army was being assembled whilst others stayed behind as a Home Guard
during the emergency. At St James's Fair, the government bought up all
the canvas for tents for the soldiers. In April, Pristol sent four
ships, - Great ‘Unicorn, M¥inion, - Ald and Handmaid into the English
Channel to join the Fleet. In August a messenger brought to Bristol
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" the news of the great victdry. He was rewarded with a'haﬁdsdmé*18/4d
Tabout 67pls and' there was dancing in the streets, with "players,
tumblers and great Jjubilatdion.” fLALIGC]
o .
1590
Administrations: T ey :
John Hedges, Brislingtnn to Joan, relict as! exeﬁutrix,'Tuly 21;v

“John Prickett, Brislington to Toan, relict. Walter._snn as executur
£36, September 22. : i

Villiam Feweman, Brislingetdn, deceased His children:Riohard James
and Agnes as executors. £28, 15s. November 6, & S
EWCe Admnns. LG 1583 Qﬁppgl'*sg 62‘_QRG]

1590, October 26 ' o R
A marriage licence nbtained by William Tibbot Df

Hall 'of Cainsome I[sicl.  Bondsmen “Thomas’
shoemaker & John Gregorie ‘of same, weaver._i~'

'Keinﬁham Esiv]

1592, FKovember 1 :
"Tg 'all Réctora, atc", Marriage Licence between Thomas Danie_l:.of
Bristleton & Elizabeth Turner of Bridgwater andsmen' Rnbert Daniel
of Whitchurch & Walter Prickett of - Bristletnn.’”“'v{ i [ibid}

1593, 25 May

David Bearde son of John Bearde of Busleton 1in Somerset, wright,
‘apprenticed to William Barrowe of Bristol and Johanna his wife as a
chairman, with a "fine" [feg}_of 4s 6d, [ BAR, 19593~1609, mss BRO]
1594

Administrations: Richard Pope, Brislingtone, decéased. Alice and’ Joan.
daughters as executrices. Inventary £20, May 7.

Richard Neweman, Brislingeton. Juan, relict, executrixi Inventcry £20
[WCC aAd LB pp254 164, SRD}

1595 : s
Qviﬁliam,,the son of nr Israel Gleson was christenedﬁ :St Augus+ine
‘the less in:Bristol. The Glesons eventually becate - a . prominent
Brislingtnn iamily i [PR S 'Aig'the 1ess}

1595 Hﬁy 30 : j;; sl
Thomas Maynard stn of Thomas Maynard of Brislington Sbmerset{jdefunct
apprenticed to Villianl Parker of Bristol, smith ‘and Elizabeth  his

wife. fine 4s ed.. o [BARfisgafgﬁog;ﬁss,BROJ
1566 S - o

‘The  harvest failed and there was acute famine thrmughout the land
_Vheat was sold- for 18 --20 shillings a bushel, with rye at 10

“shillings and ‘malt at 8 shillings The City of EBristol ﬁanaged to
import rye from Denmark and alsa each alderman and pérsan of substance
was ordered teo relieve the poor from his own table and find work for
all who applied "whereby the poor of ocur city were kept from starving
and riging. " The towns bore the brunt of the dearth. In times of
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~want, the farming families were obliged to eat_ﬁheir_oﬂn:ptcdqu,and
“had no ‘surplus to sell at the market. = [Adams Chronicle of Bristoll

1597, June 15 . oo
Richard =~ Chocke ~ of * Burselton
freemason, was bondsman . regarding
“the marriage liceénce application of
qr Thomas Parker of Witcombe and Mary
W]  Whitten of Bath.,
BFN] . fopecit Mar Lic, Phipps;SRO]
gl 1ses o
1] Wwill: Enma Greene. An abstract of
T the administration . also. exists:
\ . Emma Green of Brislington,. son John
" as executor., Inventary value £13;
‘dated March 22, 1598/9. . oo

[CWW, WCo Ad L8 p362,  SROI

USE W) won ma ! Administration: ~ Edith  Neweman,

st SKE G W - Brislingtone, deceased. Proved . at
Bristol by her son John, Inventory
value £16, ~ [WCC Ad L8 p289, SROI

1599, June 1 S S
Administration: ~ John . Hedges,
‘Brislington,  deceased; = relict
‘Eleanor; proved by Willlam Hedges,
value £40. [VCC Ad L8 p395, SROI
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LACY family of - Shipton under Wychwmod -

"*f1H1111an Lacy of Horthunberland f Jane *—f-—~_

S -._._ull_l_lam. i hlue P!pord

Jégn ' John = Eleanor Langton : :f?QE“ R =q;i1£am;}?~:3 j ; v
of Middx bur Putney S
issue _ Surrey . o

S Joan §ir Row!and = Conetante Lucas -
‘=Robert Needham High Sheriff. of Coichester RHR

" of Shenton,Salop of Dxford 1623 N

Cdaw Sir John Hary Hythepoll'ﬁ“ e

Sddet 12 High Sher1ff B T

S oi Oxford; 1631

John “Rowland f- Frands :  o 5 x”-
d; 1621 b.cl6te - 621 o

" tTaken fron the Visitation of Ofordshire, 16360
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Brislington — la VWarre to Lacy

dppendix 1

A Calendar of Brislington Wills proved at Vells: ... ..

1538

1542
1543
1544
1545
1546

1547
1548

1552

1553
1554

1556
1558
1560

1567
1569

1572

1576

1578
1580
1582
1583
1585
1586
1587

1580
1590
1595

Anys Davy

Thomas Greene
John Newman
Richard Flowde
John Danyell
Edmund Adans
Thomas Newman. .
Edith Chester
Elizabeth Newman
William Tyhett.

. John- Danyell _.- 
- Christiana Tybbott

Robert: Grene
Henry Weyre:-

Thomas VWest .. .

Johane Tybbote
Richard Owelmar

John Grene

Villiam Grene .
Elizabeth Mors
Richard Newman
William Danyell.-
Thomas Owelmere

Maud Danyell

John Masye

Robert Chestowre .
John Phillips
William Daniell

John Morse .

John Saunders

John Marten

Elyn Grene

William Pavye

Thomas Greene

John Bigg .
¥illiam Phelps

Thomas Maynard
Villiam Swifte
Richard Whippie
Villiam Corte o
John Grene, the elder
John Kinge

John Hedges, the younger
Viliam Fewman

Thomas Hedges
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Brislington - la Varre to Lacy

1597 John Maynard
John Mayne
Rigﬁard'ﬂewman

1598 ‘Enma Greene

Prerogative Court of GCanterbury:
1587 Nicholas Sadge, of Burstleton. [PCG-14.Rut1andlekf f”'““

Appendix 2
THE MANOR COURT BOOK OF JOHN LACY

Manor Court 21 April. 29 Elizabeth

Essoin: [(Apologies for absence!l Free tedants; Nfchulaa Thorne and
Richard Vaughan. e R e

Homage: John Phelps, William Newman, John “Daniell, senior, Thomas
Daniell, William Bartlett, John Hedges, junior  of:Down Town, John
Maynard, Richard Pope, Thomas Ford, Richard Yfield;:John Greén,”]ohn
Sampson, John Hedges of Upton Town, John Newman;  Henry- Deane, Richard
Newman, John Lansdown, Thomas Browne, John ' fforde;  John Hedges_
senior, Robert Lane, John Parsons, John Daniell ‘of: “+He Heath, John
Puxley, John Gray. : CRRSERE SR o

Death of Richard Vaughan, free tenant. T R
Death of Richard Whippy, customary manar: tenant Bailiff to take
delivery of a herriptt of a cow or 40s in default

Death of John Somers, customary manor tenant Herintt as above to be
delivered by Joan his wife. : : :

William Tibbott, breaking ground on the manor: lands withmut licence.
To get off by Pentecost or be fined 40 shlllings : :

John Vhippy and family for making a road acraoss Lang+on long hedges to
Collins high hedge, make amends or be fined 20 shillings

Item that John Maynard is mining coals. Likewiae ‘John Gray, William
Tibbott and Robert Woodroffe. All of them are mining S

[—mmme page brokenl Edward Langford and Robert ----——and Joan his wife,
Robert Lane and Joan his wife......John Macy ..::..John Maynard: making
a road through Tailor's (7] Close and Sandifield :

John Macy and Margaret came to the homage in the court 21 March “John
Phelps, John Green, John Daniell, John' Puxley: and John Hedges,
customary tenants of the manor witnees [7] }nhn Hacy and Margaret his
wife as tenants. S :

Grant to William Daniell, Joan his wife and Andrew his sOn ta hand
aver land to John & Margaret Macy. : :

....34..
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Brislington = la Varre to lacy

Appraised John Phelps
Jilliam Newman.

Essmin; None.
Jﬁry: John Phelps, John Séﬁpson, John He@ggs__ ;
Villiam Paiﬁé for grazing:in the heath, Penalty.uw

Milo Cuthbert

Agnes 0Oliffe [VWillilian Pearce, her sub tenant] _

Joln Miles, sub tenant o o

John Hedges, Richard Ithell, John Bush o -

Jobhn Gray, regarding hlS "ﬂDlepitt" to clear charcoal and waste,
Joan Prickett

Willianm Daniell"

Villiam Newman

Robert Durnell [Burnell]

John Parsons.

Appraised ¥illiam Bartlett
-~ John Pope

Mannr.cﬂnnt.huénaﬂih.ElizabeLh_
Esgoin: none
Jury: John Phelps;'John Sampson, John Ford,

John Gray, not complied with order of the previous court regarding his
"cclepitt" Cro

business concerning’

John Prickett

William Holbin

Joan Ford

Katherine Brooke _ o
Villiam Tibbott, his "colepitt” at Ashbridge, to fill in waste.
¥illiam Daniell

View: John Gray, Villiam Newman, Thomas Lane, Robert Lape, John
Phelps, John Hedges of Upton Town, - Nicholas Blake. John Phnlp
Williaw Newman, John Parsons, John Hedges of Upton Town, Jnhn Ma]nard
Villiam Daniell, John Macy, " John Daniell, Elizabeth his wife and
Andrew their som. o

John Phelps, William Bartlett, Thomas Ffoord and John Daniell of the
Heath to make View of Frankpledge in Broadlands &s far as Redwithes
Mead between William Paine and John Maynard's ploughland where John
Ffoord ought tao clear [?] his way at Sparken hedd as far as the road
and also at Squeakers Lane as far as William Tibbotts, before
Pentecost, penalty 10 shillings. ' '
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Ordered that livestock, cattles or chattels hencefqrward_bé'seiﬁedfas

part of rent. ({73 Lt
ES S ' :

Change of temancy.. Robert lane and Joan his wife.. Edward Langford and

Mary his wife.- Richard son of Edward and’ Hary Langfcrd ' .

Manor Court 31 Elizabeih?
Essoin: Free tenant, §ichlaus Thorne, tenant Ricﬁard.Védghéﬂ_

Homage: That i1s to say, Villiam Newman and Thomas Daniel now in —----
of homage. ol e

Default of Court: Agnes Hayward, Thomas Daniel William Priﬁe and Milc
Cuthbert clearly in default. [not in court - r‘*t:ll‘l‘teampt"‘] o

Ruins: TItem, concerning the messuagn' bmlonging tn' John Hedges at
Okenhill which is in decay and broken down; to make amends: befcre Lady
Day or be under penalty of 10 shilings T e

The following under tenants, Agnes Oliffe, RicﬁardzifﬁéligféﬁdEWiiiiaﬁ
Bartlett, gent, 20 shillings, are all under penalty. ' '

Death of John King. Customary +tenant of the nmnor, dEﬂeased cuUft
summons on account of payment by his wife of a herriott, his ox and
bis cow and #4.3.4d. And that Agnes King wife of the tenant shall make
due obligation by fidelity to her noble lord and is admitted to +he
tenancy, unconditlionally, her wideowhood acknowledged. T

Permit to Agnes King, widow to turn over to John her son. Agnes some
customary service of the manor without lat or hindrance.

That "¥illiam Holbin and Richard Dashwill are suspendﬂd by the huurt
And that Thomas Daniell take back the corner he hath taken for animals
and pasture in the court lands. It goes without saying

Item that John Gray --—-- his under tenant, JTohn Newman th ?7;%.c5ff§
gut repairs or be fined 10s e

On account of Thomas Vhippy to make indemnity to William Tibbott or be
fined 5s. : o

Visus pro Viis. Views of the roads. View decrees homage befure nearest
roads to Squeakers Lame and as far as Marison [?) and to Broad Lane as
far as Redwithes mead and by way of John Lansdon's as far as Wﬁllam
mead (7! fine l2d. -

Appraised John Maynard
John Phelps,

Han é o

Esspin: none
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Brislington - la Varre to’Lééy .

Free tenants Nichlaus Thorne. and Richard Vaugban.. . ... oo R
Homage: Thomas. Brooke, . John Phelpes, . John Newman. Richard May and . -~
¥illiam Tibbaott in default. o S

Richard Saundere has a bakehouse and malthqusen-t6ﬁ EréW  éﬁd' baké;::
Should have obtained permission., Therefore fined 2s 6d4. Same Richard

Saunders has three horses and two cows on court. land. Fimed 10. -

shillings.

Thomas Lane enclosing the common waste, told to 15# it bpéﬁ.béfor;

Pentecost or be fined 20 shillings.. That. Edward. Borde .07} has. twg .

cows, William Holbin two draught horses: and William Roﬂhe a cow. and aﬂf.
horse grazing on court land. Each fined 2Zs 64d. ¥ilo . uthbertr two
horses, fined 5 shillings. "

Subtenants, That Henry Deane, Thomas Danlell, John Wingell, Milo
Cuthbert, William Tibbott senior, William Tibbott junicr, are ordered: .
each and every one to pay 20 shillings. el

Joan Green, widow to lay open a way acrass Yelow (71 lande beﬁorg. :f

Pentecost or be fined 5 shillings

Emme Green ta SCOUr her diteheg before St JDhn the Baptist day or bé i
fined 10 shillings. William Paine to do the same. Fine .10 shillings...
Likewise Robert. Lane and John Maynard. e w0 h L

John Daniell to hand over water c¢ourse through the bi&'maféh,qﬁii in
Broadlande, Owl hill, Flower hill, Budways, before St Nicholas or be. .

fined 10 shillings.

""" Page torn....] by St John the Baptist' s'déj:ﬁeﬁt orﬂﬁéy 10

shillings. Ordered that Jobhn Gray to enclose and shut his "colepit” by. .
Pentecost next or be fined 10 shillings . - .

Order re William Bartlett's outhouse.

John Gray reported by bailiff to have seized right of possession of

coal and minerals.
¥anor Couri ..s.... 32 Elizabeth .
Essoin: free tenant Nichlaus Thorne and temant Richard Vaughan

Homage: wviz, John Phelps, John Sampson and IDhnIIHedges, Default
William Tibbott, William Price, Milo Cuthbert, John Haton and William
Preston.

John Lansdon to have way as far as Vollams Mead.
Richard Hill to make reparations to John Puxley
Ordered that no ale maker or brewer shall have people assembling in
his house [!1

Yilliam BRartlett to repair his decayed house. .Under penalty 20
shillings.




Brislington - la Varre tu.Lﬁcy

Inhabitants of St Annes to walk the church path- that comes into Wickes N

Lane by the drain (7] -lane as far as Peyton's Frass and the fields

Appraised John Phelpes
John Hedges. senlor.

mmnsﬂpmmaaauzmn

Essoin: Free tenant Nichlaus Thorne and tenant Richard Vaughan

Homage: viz, Thomas Daniell “John: Phelps. William Newman Tohn Keﬂﬁén{.f'f
John Sampson, John Hedges, John Daniell John Maynard, HentY'Déane,“gg  

Richard Newman and Thomas Browne.

P

V¥illiam Bartlett to make repairs to his houses.and hay barn.

Robert Lane
Edward Langford.

Manor Court 32 Elizabeth

Esspin: Hered*tary tenants, Nichnlas Thorne and Richard Vaughan

#

Homage: Villiam Newman is deceased. Herriatt of two cattle delivered &~
to bailliff. Thomas Newman admitted tenant in his place.  Agnes Oliffe,

tenant, also deceased.
¥anor Court 17 April, 34 Elizabeth.' Rowland Lacy,
Essoin: hereditary tenants Richard Vaughan and Nichclas Thorne

Homage: Thomas Daniell, John Phelps, John Daniell -junior,--]ohn

Daniell, senior, John Hedges, junior, Jochn Puxley, -Richard “Ifield; -
Thomas Newman, John Greene, John Parsons, William Tibbott, Richard

Newman, John Maynard and John Lansdown. -
Nichmla@ Thorne, free tenant, deceased.

Thomas Brown, customary tenant of the manor, deceased. Joan, his wife
delivered herriott of two cowes to bailiff . .+ William Webley.

Thomas Ford, tenant, deceased. Herriott of 10 shillings - paid. John
Pope succeeds as fenant.

Joan Somers, tenant, deceased. William Roche sucdceeds.

Thomas Daniell for leaving open his hedge towards the hedge at Lane

Furlong to pay the standing paine. John Green and Inhn Piﬁkard for the

like. _
Manor Court, @ October, 34 Elizabeth.

Fssoin: free tenants [hereditgqryl Richard Vaughan & Richard Thorne.
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Jury: John Sampsan, Thumas Whippy and - Jphn Newman o

Business:“'William—'Tibbutt. custamary tenant of the -ﬂéhor{3fnaﬁ
‘deceased, payment due one herriott, . £1.10s. Jnanne Tibbatt his wife
to succeed to tenancy in his-place.. SRR . :

" The Peparyne [?1 House' 'is in'ruins;:John:Maynard“td :é§aif it'df be

fined 105

Edward Langford is forcibly keeping out’ Anne Hayward widbw; ffbm a
farm and tenement in the- east field, TD make restitution, and pay
penalty of 10s. : SRR : B

John Harding owes 2s, and so does Toble Whippy. Yalter Stevens four
beasts, Villiam Paine a mare and a chicken. Henry.Deane nine chickens.
Jphn Sampson a chicken and two beasts. William Holbin is pasturing in
the heath contrary to the order. All are under penalty. -Katherine
Clarke is keeping one pig and Widow Green four pigs in:.---'contrary to
order, John Green senior is keeping animals in:a grain field fine 20s
‘and Richard Ifield --—-—- fine 20s. - :

John Phelpes, John Newman and Anne Maynard to repair the bridge at
Owlemere and scour out the ditch : - .

Richard Dashfield admitted as a tenant of the.manor. and as juror.
Thomas Newman complains L view of Richard Ifield -—— 8s in
default. .

A view to be made at Norreys where and how far the Lord's land doth
extend and where and how far the tenants of this manor ought to bave

" way for carriage driving their cattells and to. consider. what the

~onsideration- could be thereof to Greenfield to.be. done before the
next” ¢ourt. The temants of Bedminster gave warning of the. time of the
general meeting there that they may altogether confer and touch upon
pain of everyomne making default of 3s 44, notice to be given by the
bailiff R _

The view aof the last court for the way for Pope and Ford is tn ‘be made
by the homage before All Hallows Tide upon pain of 12d apiece.

All causes between John Newman and Thomas Tibbmtf are.cdﬁmittéd to the
award of William Daniell, John Phelpes and John Daniell and ended
before the xviii of this month,

Views of Frankpledge:

Milop Cuthbert
Joan Eytﬂn did pluck up Newman 8 hedge S

Appraised John Phelps :T_
Richard Hewman

[ Business concerning] Anne Green, John Pope".'. o at the marsh
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View between Stockwood Hedd and Gildons. Mead,. Milo Cuthbert, ' John
Newman, Thomas Cogswall shall make their fence and Scour their ditches |
bafore next court ‘on. pain - of 5s each. lLikewise a view. ‘be made ‘at
Lane’'s  furlpong where two filelds are. to be. let, on. like pain Agreed
that Robert Goodman and Richard Newman. shall have. the charge ef making

the hedge and ditch between this manor and Vhitchurch and  shall

sufficiently keep and maintain. the same for. the space of fuwer years -
next following. That the tenantry of the nmeade at Bowood in the fief
of this manor shall mowe the same meade before the 8th of August '
yearly and from thence. until Candlemas, the said. Robert. and Richard
shall have the afterwood so that. they yearly have the same IR2AE
Candlemas upon paine of anyone offending this nrder shall pay ten
shillings.

Tenancy Agreement William Daniell son William and daughter Anne

It is Drdered that from henceforth the hayward shall aa they dwell

from John Green's going from house to house thrmughmu+ the manor and
upon pain of any shall refuse shall forfeit 20 Shillzngs ta him that
doth next supply the room, viz John Daniell of. the mesde. and Thomas
Tibbott, overseers and road unto the hayward.

Wanor Gourt 23 April, 35 Elizabeth
Essoin: Free tenant Richard Maye

Homage: Villiam Bartlett, John Newman, Tﬁémaé'Tibboff}”Johnf?ﬁbe and
all those presented.

Presented homage. That is to say, hereditary tenant Richard Vaughan,
hereditary tenant KNicholas Thorme, John Gray, Thomas Whippy. Richard
Fewman, - Anne. Maynard, John. Puxley, John Green, Alice Batten, Joane
Maynard, Joane .Tibbott, Agnes King Made default to the. manor court,
each and everyone 4d. o : RS

snd that ¥illiam Holbin, Robert Voodroffe and William Stevens are
suspended by the court, Each one fined 2 shillings. Katherine Brooke,
2 shillings. o

John WNewman, John Phelps, John Roberts, John Daniel of the Heath,
Henry Deane, . .
Appraised Thomas Daniell

John Phelps

Thomas Brooke son of Thomas Brooke, change of tenant.
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 TERARCY INQUISITIONS

John Hedges. tenant 4 Dctober. 16 Elizabeth nessuage and virgate “for
the lives of John and his s0ns William and Thnmaer Witnessed Henry'
Townsend. : : L

Thomas Russell, temant 9 September, 12 Elizabeth,ueeﬁtege_and garden,
lives of Thomas and Robert and John, his sons. Time:of Lord la Warr.
Vitnessed Henry Townsend. el

-John Maggs, tenant- last of March, 16 -Elizabeth, messuage and virgate
lives of John, Gwelthiane his wife,;: deceaséd, ‘Johm:his son. Lard la
Warr, witnessed Henry Townsend, : :

"William Newman, ‘tenant last of March 16 Elizabeth -meseuage virgate,-
cottage and garden called Girdlingtdns:for:lives-of Villiam: and John
and Thomae. his SOns. Frum Lord la Warr. .

Willianm Roche, temant 2 October,” 31 Elizabeth; *cdttagefinrﬁenure of
Joan Soms, widow, deceased. Witnessed John-Lacy.: Bt S

Thomas MNaynard, tenant last March, 16 Elizabeth virgate'andiééttage
called Sedgecoom Haye, lives of Thomas,John his son and Alice Martin,
Lcrd la Warr. Witnessed Henry Townsend

Thomas Meynard Same parties. property called Ymocke

John Grey, tenant 5 March, 2 Elizabeth, cottage:and farm....” enclosed
(7Y, life of John his son. Lord la Varr, witnessed Henry annsend

Alice Pope, deceased, tenant 24 April 7 Elizabeth an Richard Pupe
her son. Vitnessed Jokn St Loe, knight SR . i :

Thomas Ford. tenant Harch 17 Elizabeth, messuage and virgete. for
lives of Thomas, his wife Agnes and Joan Pope. Witness John Lacy..

igabella Weare, deceasged, tenant time of Lord de la Werrr.lives of
Isabella, Agnes her daughter and Thomas West.. Witness Henry Townsend.

John Gibbons, deceased, tenant 7 Elizabeth, - himself and ¥illiam
Bartlett, time of Lord de la Varr. Henry Towneend i .

Villiam Bartlett, tenmant 14 January, 4 Elizabeth, three.lives John
Gibbons, William Bartlett .and Edith his wife., Witness John. St Loe,
knight.

John Green, deceased. Last March, 16 Elizabeth, messuage and one
virgate, Eleanor his widaw, John, Joan and Eleanor their children.
Time of Lord de la Varr. Henry Towngend.

John King, deceaeed tenant 1aet of March 21 Elizabeth tenenent and

one virgate for lives of John and Joan, his children and Agnes King,
his widow, now Agnes Tibbott,
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William Webley, tenant 27 July, 25 Elizabeth, ﬁe'nemeﬁf"an&"ane'

virgate, William and Agnes his wife and Joan Webley. their daughter
- witness John Lacy { e : : . :

John Saneum, tenant 23 April 30 Elizabeth meeeuage and une virgate,
wife Elizabeth and John his son. John Lacy. :

ann Green, tenant 19 September. 15 Elizabeth wife Alice. John his'

son. Henry Taownsend.

John Battell, deceased. Alice his wife and Alice hie daughter Tenant

John Newman, tenant 14 March, primu Elizabeth Hatllda hie wife;
presumably. £?] sub.let to John Lartimore. and Edith his. wife Nq_land
.of Lerd .or steward. nor allowance ef any: foicer.;. e

Thomae Puxley, temant 27 September 34 Hlizabeth, land in "téﬁﬁfé of

John Green senior and Joan his wife and John his son. No lands uf Lerd
aor steward. Henry Townsend. I . _

. William Tippett, tenant last of March, 16 Elizabeth, Fiﬁhard and John,
his sons. Time of Lord de la Warr. Henry Townsend

* William Tibbott, tenant 21 Ootnber 29 Elizabeth quafryf?]"ealled
Battens. John Lacy.. -

. Joan Harford, tenant 12 October, ? reign of Elizabeth, cottage and
garden and pasture for one cow and ten ewes. William Harford and. John

Harford [her sons7].

John Daniell, temant, last day of March 21 Elizabeth and William
Daniell, his brother in time of Lord de la Warr. Henry Townsend,

Iehn.Pareons. 26 September 15.Elizabetnland Johanna his daughter.:time
of Lord de la Varr. Henry Townsend.

-Alice Phelpe, 17 October 19 Elizabeth and Agnee Pavy, widow':'

John Daniell, & December, 30-Elizabeth, Elivabeth Daniell his wife,
Andrew their son; land in Long. Ashton. -

Henry Deane, 24 Elizabeth. Land. in Eastfield_and Vestfield., Christian
Deane his wife and Roger his somn,..Jghn Lacy. . . B

John Hedges, 4 April, 34 Elizabeth, mnessuage and one virgate,ufdhanne
his wife and John his son. - oo : .

Richard Pope, the son. Richard Pope the father and Agnes his wife,
bath dead. Tenants in the time of the Abbott of Keynsham.
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Appendix 375;\--?

' The fedrs of the Puritan authorities that 1llegltimacy was rife were

unfounded, In the period 1566-1641; the Brislington’'parish register
out of 667 baptisms records 19 illegitimate children born to local
women and seven to tragic wanderers. R

Fear of degrading punishment, at the very least ‘doing: penance in
church or in the market place clad only in a white sheet, whatever the
weather or at the other extreme brutally stripped to the waist by male
officers and publicly whipped until "her back be bloody" Jled unmarried
pregnant women to run away to the ‘anonymity of the road, Vanderers

“appear in the Brislington register from 1567 when "a' poore woman's

child was delivered at Puxley's  house™ to 1617 when "Sydrach, the

“¢hild ‘©f a woman, a stranger, at-John'Whippey's" was christened. The

nchild born at Beresbridge of a woman-who came thither byichance”, was
baptised February 14 1591 and buried the next Thursday "after the
woman went away to be purified":. They came from' near  or-far. From
Lawford's" Gate in Bristol or "out of Gloucestershire": like: the
exhausted wanderer who arrived at Ric Ithell's house in 1593, Her
child was christened Mary and the woman - was burled the same day. The
child of a vagrant woman who had only one leg was christened in- 1600,

Extreme lengths were taken to pack off unwanted children like the
"mayde child found dead in a stawle of-John Maynard", whoiwas ' buried
at Brislington in February 1596, Vith the child was discovered a
letter from William Cavell of Bath-to Phillippe Price of:‘'Bristleton
but the contents were not revealed: :

A full analysis of the above may be found in my book,” "The Simple
Annals of the Poor" which compares family life in Brislington, Siston,

- 'Bitton and Keynsham, 1550-1650, =

-
o
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mmmmmmwmmpmmgmam'

attempt to analyse the number of men and women whop had been baptised
in Brislington and went on to baptise children in the parish. Some are

parish register,

ch = child
bp = baptised
mar = marriage

bur = buried

John Ford

Fdward Marten

Robert Baker
alias. Paget

Nichulas Frankiin :

alias Parsonage
Idhn Véavef
{strangerl
Thomas Distill
fohn Pope

John Phelpes.

Richard Whippy
remarrying widower

his 1st wife Joan bur 27,

John Macy
Thomas Danyell
John Macy
Richard Hyll
Thomas Maynard
John Danyell
Robert Wickham
{strangerl]

William Pavy

John ¥arne

‘mar date 8. 1.1560

«ch bp 10.10,1560

mar date 31. 1.1560

no.ch bp. .. .. :
mar date 4. 731569
no ch bp )

mar date.20, 9.1560 .

no ch bp
mar date . 6.11, 1560,

no ch bp IR,
mar date 28. 2.1570

ch bp 8. 6.1572 =

mar date. 8. 1,1571 .

«-ch bp.23. 3.15673 .
mar date .9, . 7.1571.

no ch bp. .. _
mar date 8. 1.1573

childless marriage

12,1568

mar date 17, 1,1573

no ch bp

‘mAr date 15, 6.1573

;* 515?4 |
e 8.10.1573
Ch bp 6' ':.: 15‘76 ..:f:::

:fi:mar date: 26;12}15?3.,
S mgchbp o
" mar’date 15, .7,1575
¢h bp 6.f5115821

mar date 17.10, 1. -

... chbp 1;'5@1%821
o mar ‘date 31 ia1576ﬁf

imoigh bpo
L mar date “'}Q5J15763
. chi'bp 26, 4.1577.
- mar date 25. 10.1576;

i ch bp 5, 4.1584

_44_

LV

_obvious strangers, that is their name makes no Dther appearance in the

Agnes Weare
Iulian Paget

Hellyne Tibbmtt
| Ma-l_;y-“v-m;;gaan

| Eiiﬁa?aﬁdwards
[ stranger)
Elyne Owlmore
Johane Macy

Alice Pavy

Avyce Briton

MafgéfeﬁfWebbe

Alice Bickam

[ stranger]
Margaret Danyell

Edith Owlmore

Wealthian Maggs

Elizabeth Smythe

Elizabeth Newman
Agnes Hollyer

Elizabeth Danyell




‘William Amsburie
[stranger]
John Gray

8

prob. remarrying widower

_William Bartlet
John Greene
Thdmés.Russell
John Hedge

Robert Sanners
[Saunders?]

Richard Turner
" [stranger]
John Stevens

Richard Fyne

{ stranger]
Arthur Caine

[ stranger)
Robert Poste
{stranger]
Villiam Holborne
John Kynge

John Hedge

John Maynard
‘Thomas Danyell
Thomas Broome
[{stranger]

John Dole
{gtranger]
George Morris
Jokn Macy

Symon Spark

[ stranger]
William Hopkins
{stranger]
Thomas Hupper
Richard Dashwill

James Voodman

“mar date 26.10;

no ch bp :
mar date- 10, 2:
no ch bp
mar date 2. 7.
no ch bp
mar date- 2, 8
ch bp 12. 8.
mar date 4. 8
no ch bp e
mar date 6. 8.
no ch bp
war date 9. 8,
- no ch bp
mar date: 5. 9.
no ck bp. - -
mar date:18. 5,
ch bp 16, 2.
mar date 22. 8.
no ch bp
mar date 22.10:
no ¢k bp
mar, date 24, 1.
no~ch bp
mar date 7.11
ch bp 9. 8.
mar date 14,11,
no ch bp
mar date 12.10.
ch bp:10. 8,
mar date 20,11,
' ch bp 3. 2.
mar date 28, 1
ch bp: 25.2.
mar datae 20. 4
no ¢h bp .
mar date 3. 5.
no <h bp
mar date 2. 8.
ch bp 31.10.
mar date 26. 1.
ch bp 27. 1.
mar date 20, 5.
no <h bp
mar date 9. 7.
no ch bp
mar date 16.11.
ch bp 24, 1.
mar date 21.11.
ch bp 7. 9.
mar date 21, 1.
no ch bp
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1576

157?

1577

-1577

1582

CABT7T -

1977

1577

1577

1582

15483
1b8z

1582
1582

. 1583

1584
1583

1584
1585
1584
1588

. 1585

1586

. 1585

1585

1585
1585
1587
1588
1587

1587

1588
1589
1588
1589
1589

» o Agnes Barlo

[stranger}

- Bllyn Lyn
.. E'stranger]

Johane Phelpes

.EliYﬁffeéfer
. Ustranger]

Johan Bryten
Agnes Puxley

Harie Hleuch
[stranger]

thane Croystie
.. Istranger)
. Agnes Spy
¢ {stranger]
~-Johane:; Danyell
) Julian Marten
:Edithe Newman
Iohan Parsons
o Johane ‘Webb
..Julién;Puxley
Jmhahé Carfadinge

Elizabeth Webb

Agﬁes Quick
{stranger]
Johan Hedge
Johan Maynard

Johane Ford

Maude Vhite




¥illiam Whitinge

John Greend

prob. remarrying widower

Thomas Browne

Thomas Russell

remarrying widower

mar date

no ch bp-
mar date.

mar date

7. 6

30, 7
ch bp 2. L.

14.10

ch bp 15..6,

mar date

ch bp 25,

his lst wife Elyne bur 1590

Richard Woodman
the ygr

¥William Roche
Lawrence Cole
[stranger)

William Daniell

Walter Stevens

redarrying widower

mar date:

ch bp

mar date

ch bp
mar date
no ch bp
mar date
na ch bp

- mar date:
no ch bp

his 1st wife Alice bur 1594

Thomas Danyell

remarrying widower
his 1st wife Johane {nee

Robert Peasley

remarrying widower
his lat wife Joan bur.1l.

John Hedges
Thp 7.11.1573
John Pape

remarrying widower
“Ist wife bur 3.12, 1594

Symon Holway
Uastranger]
John Stevens
bp 16. 2.1583
Thomas Browne
3rd marriage
Edmund Rogers
[stranger]
John Daniell

prob remarrying widower

John Baylie

mar date

‘ch bp
Parsonsl
mar date
no ch bp
2,159% .
mar date
no ch bp
mar date

ch bp

mar date
no ch bp
mar date
no ch bp

mar date:

no ¢h bp
mar date
no ch bp
mar date
no ch bp
mar date

20, 1,
2, 1502

9, 4,
22,12
22,11,
25. 2,

Brielington - la Varre to Lacy

1580
, 1590
1502

. 1501

1595
1592

1592

1803

19592
1593

30.11.11592

2. 5.

s o
10. 2.
bur 17.11.1587
8, 5,
18. 6.

18. 6.
26. 9.

15,11,
4, 2.
26, 4,

6. 6.

2. 5.1594

1594

1504
165905

1595

1595

1595
1596

. 1596

. 1599

1599

1600

1600

1600

[stranger but lived Brislno ch [childless}

William Hill

mar date .

- 7.

1600

ch bp 2. 2.1603
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. Agnes Spyrette
“Istranger]
. Johane Hedge -
-:_bﬁ?iﬁfis 1571

:Elynur Greenp

Cbp 4. 1.1568

TE

Elizaﬁé{ﬂ'ﬁarbént'

A11c3'

.Avys ‘Shotte

[ stranger}’

.. bur 1597

Johane Gay
[ strangerl

Iqhahé:Béﬁten

_:Greene
bp 5 7.1575

| Alice Pmpe

Elizabeth Savage

_[stranger]

"fhnne Rendln
: [stranger]

:Katherine Pope
bp 2.2. 1569
,Mawdie Hedges

o widow

. -idiéﬁe'fficket
_..bp 9.5 9.1573
'~ Marget Hedgis

bp 26..3.1577

“Johan Hele

[ stranger]
Agnes: VWebbe

‘Elnor Day

[ stranger!
Ann Sampson

Anhg Eélmer
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Brislington, despite being a place of antiquity - it was occupied in
Romsn times - was not separately mentipned in the Domesday Book and
thus we are deprived access to the Norman clerical rendering of a
Saxon or English word. © Brislingtonm, especially in its form Burtleton
and Burstleton has indications of the English personal names Beotelm,
Beorhthelm, Brihtstelm, Beortel, Brice or Brightric so that it m'ight
form Brighttric's-lea-tun clipped by impatient speech to Brist-lea-
tun: the meadow farm of Brightric. Bristleton reminds us foreibly of
its big brother Bristol which 1n the- Lay Subsidies of Edward 111
appears. as’ Rristelington! If Bristol has the same derivation as
Brislington it would be Brighttric's village - not Brig-stow, the
place by the bridge! . [see The Place Names of Somerset, Rev James S.
Hill,pp 31,66,1121 : L
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